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1. Do you have any “enemies” in your life? If so, who or what are they?  
What makes them your “enemies”? How do you respond to them?

2. What do we know about the three adversaries that Nehemiah 
identifies in this chapter?

 Sanballat the Horonite:___________________________

 Tobiah the Ammonite:____________________________

 Geshem the Arab: _______________________________

3. What are the three common enemies of the Christian?  
 (a) the ____________________ (I John 2:15-17)
 Identify one aspect of our fallen culture that threatens you...  
 and our church.
 (b) the _____________________ (Galatians 5:16-21)
 Identify one aspect of your carnality that threatens you...and   
 your relationships with others...and your relationship with BPC
 (c) the _____________________(Ephesians 6:12-18; I Peter 5:8)



4. What are the two specific things Nehemiah did to respond to his 
enemies? (vs. 9)
 What are one or two typical responses that you have in   
 responding to “enemies”?

5. It was suggested that vs. 9 introduces us to one of the great 
“mysteries” of Scripture – the relationship between God’s “sovereignty” 
and our “responsibility.” Ponder the three possibilities that exist as we 
seek to understand the relationship between the two? Which of the 
three is most true for you?
 a. Over-emphasize “sovereignty” at the expense of    
 “responsibility”
 b. Over-emphasize “responsibility” at the expense of    
 “sovereignty”
 c. Emphasize, with Biblical conviction and personal humility,   
 both to be true.

6. Pastor Hopper stated that the theological position of the EPC is 
summarized by the Westminster Confession of Faith that clearly affirms 
both God’s sovereignty and human responsibility. God sovereignly 
“ordains whatsoever comes to pass” yet there are three qualifiers to this 
affirmation. What are they and how do you respond to them?
 a. God is not the “author of ____________________“
 b. God does “no violence” to the ____________________ of the  
 creature”
 C. God establishes “secondary ____________________“



7. According to Scripture, how far does God’s sovereignty extend 
(Psalm 139:16; Matt. 10:29; Eph. 1:11-12; Rom. 8:28)?

8. Complete and discuss the statement:  “The greater the ___________, 
the greater the ____________; and the greater the victory, the greater 
the ____________ to the victor.” How does this shape your vision and 
worship of the God who is sovereign? (Rom. 11:33-36)

9. As you (and we as BPC) wrestle with God’s sovereignty, the question 
arises: “Is God really good?” How would you answer this? How does the 
gospel answer this question?


