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1.  What is Nehemiah’s vocation and what can we deduce (from 
vs. 5a) about the quality of his service to (the pagan) King 
Artaxerxes? 

2.  What is the Biblical (Reformed) view of vocation, and how do 
you view your own vocational calling?

3.  In what ways does Nehemiah show courage in the presence 
of the king?  Sometimes when God places a specific call upon 
our lives, it requires us to be courageous in order to pursue that 
call.  What is the fallacy of making decisions based solely on our 
feelings i.e. “I don’t feel comfortable with that”?  What is God 
calling you to and in what ways does that require courage on 
your part?  What is God calling us to at BPC and in what ways 
does that require courage on our part?



4.  The term “convergence” is used in this sermon (re: vs. 4-8a) 
to describe the wonderfully mysterious merger of God’s 
sovereignty and human responsibility (also stated as “spiritual” 
and “tactical”). What happens when one of these realities is 
missing?  Which one of these two most needs strengthened in 
your own life?  Which one of these two most needs strengthened 
in our life together as BPC?

5.  When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, two opponents 
quickly surfaced (vs. 10a).  What summary statement is offered 
to describe Nehemiah’s mission (vs. 10b).  In light of last week’s 
sermon from Nehemiah 1, what is the significance of seeking the 
welfare of the people of God?  In what ways do you and/or can 
you seek the welfare of the people of God at BPC?

6.  What explanation is given for Nehemiah’s success regarding 
his requests of the king?  How does this reflect his humility?  In 
what ways do we boast of our successes?  What does Scripture 
teach us about such boasting (Jeremiah 9:23-24; Galatians 6:14).  
What is the difference, as we celebrate our “Heritage” of 100 
years, between boasting of our faithfulness to God or boasting of 
God’s faithfulness to us?



7.  The very powerful metaphor of the hand of God (vs. 8) is used 
in this text.  Look up the following and ask God to strengthen 
your faith in the works of His hand.

a. God’s hand as Creator (Isaiah 45:12; Psalm 19:1; 95:5; Isaiah 
40:12; 48:13) 

b. God’s hand of wrath upon sin (Zeph. 1:4; Jer. 25:15-17; Hab. 2:16)

c. God’s hand of deliverance of Israel (Neh. 1:10; Deut. 26:18)

d. God’s hand of favor, protection, and preservation (Ezra 7:6; 
Isaiah 42:6; Ps. 18:35)

e. God’s hand of conviction of sin (Psalm 32)

f. The GOSPEL – the hand of Jesus (John 10:28; 20:25-27)

8.  In what ways is God’s hand of grace and truth working in your 
life (and our life together) and how does the gospel compel us to 
respond (Luke 9:62)?


