
REFLECTION 
& 

DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS



Sermon Text: Nehemiah 2:11-20; Luke 9:57-62   
Nehemiah (Hope, Health & Heritage): Sermon #3
Sermon Date: May 14, 2017   
Sermon Title: The Mission

1. Review of key texts and themes:
Week 1: As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and 
mourned for days, and I continued praying and fasting before the 
God of heaven . . . (1:4)
 Theme: If we love God, we will love God’s people (“trinity” 
metaphor)
Week 2: And the king granted me what I asked, for the good 
hand of my God was upon me (1:8b).
Theme:  “the hand of God” is upon us to save, preserve, and 
use us (Jn.10:28)

2. In what ways did Nehemiah inspect Jerusalem, and why was 
it necessary for him to do so? In what ways does God inspect us, 
and why does He do so? What are the three primary means by 
which God inspects us? (the _______________ of God, 
the _______________ of God, and the _______________of God).

3. What is our natural (carnal) response to being under 
someone’s scrutiny? How did Adam and Eve respond to being 
under God’s scrutiny (Genesis 3:9-10)? What are two common 
ways we react to our fear of exposure? How does this escape 
strategy on our part affect our relationship with God and with 
each other?



4. How does the gospel enable us not to fear God’s inspection 
of us, but to actually welcome it? (see Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 
139:23-24).

5. What does Nehemiah discover about the condition of 
Jerusalem and what is his response (fight, flight, or faith) in vs. 
17? In what ways are we all broken and in need of repair? What is 
your typical response to this tragic truth (fight, flight, or faith)?

6. How did God’s people respond to God’s instrument 
(Nehemiah) as they were confronted with the reality of their 
condition (vs. 18)? Which are we prone to pursue: God’s call or 
our personal agenda? What happens to a congregation when 
everyone pursues their own agenda?

7. What walls and gates at BPC are in need of repair? Why is this 
hard to face? What are our three options? How does the gospel 
empower us to face the truth?



8. Pastor Hopper introduced an acronym in this message to 
describe his mission as Transitional Senior Pastor at BPC. Can you 
recall it?  

H =     
E =    
A =       
L =        
T =       
H =     

Which of these things are true for you? Which of these things are 
true for BPC?

9.  Review Luke 9:57-62.  What does it mean to be a disciple of 
Jesus?  What does it cost us? What “plow” are you putting your 
hand to?  What is it producing in your life?  What is Jesus calling 
you to put your hand to?

10. Respond to the comment: “When the good becomes the 
best, the good is no longer good.” What “good” thing in your life 
has become the “best” thing in your life? What is idolatry? What 
does true repentance look like in this regard?


