
Mountain to Mountain: BPC Lenten Study 2019 

Week #3: John 2: 13-22 

This Study is intended to be used to help deepen your relationship with Christ, with those in your 
community and with those who don’t know the Lord. It’s intended to be used three separate days over 
the course of the week. 

Day #1: Centered on Christ (UP) is intended for your personal study time. 

Day #2 Shaped in Community (IN) is intended for use in your group time as you gather 

Day #3 Sent into the World (OUT) in intended as an action step for you to personally respond  

Centered on Christ (UP)  

● Write down two things that you recall/that struck you from the sermon. It might be 
something you did not know before or simply something the Lord highlighted.  Be 
prepared to share with your group when you gather.  

● Read the passage, John 2: 13-22 again.  
● Jesus made a “clean sweep” of the temple 
● READ Hebrews 9. Go back and highlight verse 14. 
● Write verse 14 in your own words.  
● Offer this TRUTH to the Lord as a prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Shaped in Community (IN)  

1. We read in John2:13 that it was almost time for the Passover. In celebration of the 
Passover, the Jewish families would clean their homes, remove all yeast (a symbol of 
growing sin), Jewish males would travel to Jerusalem to the temple. They were 
required to bring money for the temple tax and a sacrifice.  
o What did Jesus find in the temple courts and what was his reaction? 
o Why was Jesus angry? 
o Read Malachi 3: 1-4 where this cleansing is prophesied.  What strikes you? 

2. The rulers challenged Jesus’s authority to clean the temple as he did. Jesus responded 
telling them that HE had come as the temple, to not only be the place of sacrifice, but 
to be the sacrifice himself.  John the Baptist said that in John 1:29. Read this.  

3. We no longer need a sacrifice because Jesus IS the sacrifice. He has taken away our sin. 
He then gave us the HOLY SPIRIT making our bodies a temple.  
o READ 1 Cor. 3: 16-17  

4. In John 2 Jesus demanded a clean temple. What is his DESIRE for us, since we are now 
HIS temple?  
o As we follow Jesus and continue to offer as much as we know of ourselves to as 

much as we know of him, we see him graciously conducting a clean sweep of our 
lives according to his perfect plan.  



o We are and are being sanctified. We are and are being changed into HIS likeness.  
o Our part is to continue to offer him what we know of ourselves and receive from 

HIM what we know of HIM 
▪ When we see our sin we must offer it to him in repentance and ask him 

to help us – ask him to do a “clean sweep” of all the doubts, lies, fears 
and shame that are fueling that sin. And then to replace them with HIS 
TRUTH.  

● Here’s an example of a lie that might give rise to a sin pattern of 
perfectionism: “I need to be RIGHT to be LOVED” 

▪ Share an example of a LIE or FEAR or a DOUBT that you battle.  
▪ Have each person listen to the person on their left. When everyone has 

shared, pray for the person on your left, asking God to sweep that 
lie/doubt/fear out of his/her heart and mind that he/she might walk in 
God’s Truth. 

▪ We can pray this confidently but ONLY because of the sacrifice Jesus 
offered on the cross on our behalf! 

 
5. Together read Romans 1:21 
6. Together rejoice in what God has done and give HIM thanks!  
7. Pray to close for each other and for those you know who do not know the Lord.  

 

 

 

Sent into the World (OUT)  

This week, bless someone in your nuclear or extended family OR your church family with an 

unexpected cleaning.  It’s a gift of grace. As you work, ask the Lord to remind you of his 

sacrificial love, that gift of grace; that  love that is doing a clean sweep in your life. Give HIM 

thanks! 

 

 


