
I AM – Week #7      John 15:1  

This Study is intended to be used to help deepen your relationship with Christ, with those in your 
community and with those who don’t know the Lord. It’s intended to be used three separate days over 
the course of the week. 

Day #1 Centered on Christ (UP) 

Use this to personally engage the passage 

● Read John 15:1 
● Read John 14: 15-21 Circle all uses of the phrases “with me” and  “in me” and “in you”. 
● What does it mean to you to have this union with Christ through the  presence of the 

Holy Spirit? 
● Read John 15: 1-8.  Circle all uses of the phrases “with me” and “in me” and “in you”.  
● Write 4 things you think Jesus was saying to his disciples by calling himself “The True 

Vine” 
● What does it mean to you that Jesus says these things to you as well? Write a prayer of 

gratitude to the Lord.  

 

Day #2    Shaped in Community (IN)  

Use this as you gather to engage the Word together 

● Each person share one thing that struck them from Mark’s message.  
● Share the 4 things each person thinks Jesus was saying by calling himself “The True 

Vine”.  
● What is the context of this passage? What happened just before this and what’s about 

to happen? Who is Jesus speaking to?  
● This “I am” is recorded ONLY in John’s gospel. Given the context, why is that important 

to us?  
● The vine gives life to the branches. Read John 14: 31  Jesus is saying  that he does 

exactly what the Father has commanded him to do. He is on his way to the cross in 
obedience to his Father. He is going to die – and in John 15:1 he tells his disciples that in 
dying he will become their source of life. The True Vine.  

●  Verse 15:1 also includes some words about the Father. What is Jesus saying the Father 
does?  

● Let’s focus on the pruning. Read Hebrews 12: 5-11  How does this relate?  
● Share of a time or circumstances in the past or perhaps presently when the Father’s 

pruning/discipline produced, or is producing in you a “harvest of righteousness and 
peace”.   This matches what John 15: 2 tells us is the purpose of pruning.  (“even more 
fruitful”) 



● Read John 15:3.  WE see the Good News of the gospel in this passage.  In verse 2 Jesus 
tells his disicples that the Father will “prune” their lives to make them even more fruitful 
and then in verse 4 he commands them to abide/remain in him.  

● What does verse 3 tell us?  
o Jesus is the True VINE, we have union with Him by virtue of the grace of God 

offered to us in Jesus. As verse 3 says: We are “already clean”.  We are already IN 
Christ.  So why would Jesus command us to “abide”?  

o Read John 15: 3b… how is it that we are already made clean?  
● We abide out of gratitude for what He’s already done. We abide so that we might 

become who we already are.  
● As we abide we are filled with his love (verse 10) and joy (verse 11) and fruitfulness 

results. It’s HIS Love and HIS joy that flow through us!  
● Share of experiences you have had recognizing HIS joy or HIS love (not your own) 

flowing through your life. Collectively give God thanks!  
● John Piper says that Jesus is saying “I have told you to abide so that you may enjoy all 

that I enjoy with the joy with which I enjoy it” React.  
● Pray together for the fruit of the Holy Spirit that has been given to us AND comes to us 

as we abide, would be evident in all of your lives.  

 

Day #3   Sent into the World (OUT)  

Use this to go into the world with the Good News 

This passage gives us a Kingdom order for abiding and fruit-bearing; for resting and working. We work 
from our rest – not the other way around. Culture tells us to rest from our work, but Jesus is saying 
ABIDE and you will bear fruit.  Examine your rhythms in keeping with this order – work FROM your rest. 
Consider one person you know who might need to hear this Truth. Find a way to spend time this week 
with them and just listen.  Pray for an opportunity to share with them  how this Truth influences the 
rhythms of your daily life?  


