


“Walking the Way of the Lord:”!
Barriers Broken, Lives Made Whole!



Luke 3:1-22!
Page 1460,!
pew Bible



“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, and  

every mountain and hill shall be made low.” 
Luke 3:4-5



“Bear fruits in keeping with repentance.” 
Luke 3:8



“You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

Luke 3:22



“Every mountain shall be made low…” 
!

There are barriers separating us from God 
that must be brought down.



Mountain (barrier)…   
Sinful hearts that do not trust the Lord as King 
•	
 Viper/serpent: “You can’t trust God.” 
•   Idolatrous hearts that trust ______ instead 
!
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Mountain (barrier)…   
Sinful hearts that do not trust the Lord as King 
•	
 Viper/serpent: “You can’t trust God.” 
•   Idolatrous hearts that trust ______ instead 
!

… made low (barrier broken):   
Repent and trust  
•	
 Repent = change of heart (the root) 
•	
 Trust nothing more than God. 
!



Mountain (barrier)…   
Disobedient hearts that do not treat God as King 
•	
 Making God in our preferred image 
•   Not recognizing God as who He truly is 
!
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Mountain (barrier)…   
Disobedient hearts that do not treat God as King 
•	
 Making God in our preferred image 
•   Not recognizing God as who He truly is 
!

… made low (barrier broken):   
Repent and obey  
•	
 Recognize God as King, not me 
•	
 Obey God as the ultimate wisdom & authority. 
!



A prayer of repentance: 
!

Lord, I confess that I have placed my trust in people and 
things other than You, that are ultimately unworthy of my 
trust.  I see how that has been unwise and a barrier to my 
relationship with You, and I repent of it. 
!

Lord, I also confess that I have tried to make You in my 
image, and not given You the full obedience You rightly 
deserve as my King.  I see my foolishness, I repent of my 
pride and disobedience, and I submit myself fully to Your 
wisdom and authority.



“Every valley shall be filled…” 
!

There are fundamental human needs 
that can only be filled by God.



Valley (need)…   
Sinful hearts full of guilt and shame 
•	
 Jewish baptism was to clean and make worthy 
•   Had always been self-administered 
!
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Valley (need)…   
Sinful hearts full of guilt and shame 
•	
 Jewish baptism was to clean and make worthy 
•   Had always been self-administered 
!

… filled:   
Grace:  Forgiveness and cleansing  
•  Can’t self-administer; must be received 
•	
 In Christ, guilt and shame are removed by God. 
!



Valley (need)…   
Wounded hearts empty and rejected 
•	
 When identity found outside of Christ 
•   Wounds ultimately come from lies believed 
!
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Valley (need)…   
Wounded hearts empty and rejected 
•	
 When identity found outside of Christ 
•   Wounds ultimately come from lies believed 
!

… filled:   
Grace: Love and acceptance 
•	
 My identity comes from the truth of Christ 
•	
 In Christ, I am beloved and God is well pleased. 
!



A prayer to receive grace: 
!

Father, I confess that I have carried around in my heart 
guilt and shame, wounds and lies, believing that those things 
defined who I am.  I have sought love and acceptance from 
places that ultimately are unsatisfying and disappointing.   
I know that forgiveness, cleansing, and healing come from 
being in relationship with Christ, and that my identity is 
found in the truth of Christ, not in the opinions of myself 
and others.  Thank You for Your gracious, life-renewing gifts 
to me.  I commit to walk in Your grace.



“What should we do?” 
!

How should we live as 
trusting, obedient, 
forgiven, cleansed, 

beloved, accepted people?



“Bear fruits in keeping with repentance:” 
At home and work and in my community, 

share generously, work honestly, 
live peacefully… 

!

As people whose hearts and lives 
have been changed by God in Christ, 

we should live as renewed people 
in every arena of our lives.



A prayer of grateful commitment: 
!

Lord, I confess that in Christ, I am a changed person, 
whose life has been renewed.  Thank you for all the ways 
that is true.  As one who has received great grace, I will 
also generously give grace to others.  As one whose life 
has been made whole, I will work in every arena of my 
life toward wholeness in other people, in culture, and in 
all the things of this world.  I will live a renewed life.



Sin repented… 
!

Grace received… 
!

Life renewed.

The way of the Lord:


