


The Unbroken Love of!
God’s Broken Heart



“For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of 
hosts is his name; and the Holy One of Israel is 
your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he 
is called. For the LORD has called you like a 
wife deserted and grieved in spirit, like a wife 
of youth when she is cast off, says your God.” 

Isaiah 54:5-6



“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her…This mystery 
is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ 
and the church.” 

Ephesians 5:25,32



Marriage is meant to be a picture of how God 
loves His people in Jesus Christ. 
!

Although God elsewhere has us relate to Him 
as Shepherd, King, and even Father, none of 
these portrays the depth, intimacy, and 
commitment of God in the marriage 
relationship as our Bridegroom/Husband.



Marriage is meant to be our 
#1 priority human relationship. 

!

“Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh.” 

Genesis	  2:24



Marriage is meant to be our 
most intimate human relationship. 

!

“And the man and his wife were both naked 
and were not ashamed.” 

Genesis	  2:25



Because marriage is both our 
highest priority and most intimate 

human relationship, 
it has enormous power to 

change our lives for good or for ill.



When God says that our relationship 
with Him is like a marriage, it means that 

our relationship with Him is the ultimate in 
priority, intimacy, and life-changing power.



Hosea 1:2-6, 8-9!
(p. 1238, pew Bible)



God used Hosea’s marriage to the prostitute 
Gomer and the names of their children 

to show Hosea, the nation of Israel, and us 
what it’s like for God to be “married” 

to an adulterous people like us.



And the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman 
who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, 
even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, though 
they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 

Hosea 3:1



When we put other things (idols) before God, 
He feels like Hosea did when Gomer deserted 

him to return to a life of prostitution.



We cannot understand the love of God 
until we understand His heartbreak 

at our adulterous betrayal: our idolatry.



“You have played the whore with many lovers; and 
would you return to me? declares the LORD… Where 
have you not been ravished? By the waysides you 
have sat awaiting lovers… And you, O desolate one, 
what do you mean that you dress in scarlet, that you 
adorn yourself with ornaments of gold, that you 
enlarge your eyes with paint? In vain you beautify 
yourself. Your lovers despise you; they seek your life.” 

Jeremiah 3:1-2; 4:30



Until we understand our own addiction to  
false ‘lovers’ over God, and how they  

despise us and rob us of real satisfaction, 
we will never understand ourselves and  

our need for God.



Hosea 3:2-5!
(p. 1242, pew Bible)



“Within the marriage there were the 
disloyal habits of years to be broken, 
and the realities of personal relationship 
to be unhurriedly explored together.” 

Derek	  Kidner,	  The	  Message	  of	  Hosea



There is no naive, sentimental idea that 
“God will just make it all better.” 

Hosea pays a high price to restore his 
relationship with Gomer, in money, 

humiliation, and emotional hard work.



How does God pay a high price to restore 
our relationship with Him? 

!

Jesus.



When I understand how I break God’s heart 
with my adulterous chasing after idols, and 

the price He was willing to pay to buy me back, 
then I understand how much He loves me 

and rejoices in me as a groom with his bride. 
!

To the degree that I understand that, 
it has the power to change my life.



“As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
so shall your God rejoice over you.” 

Isaiah 62:5


