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Understanding God
and Suffering



Job 1:1-22
(p. 692, pew Bible)



Why do the innocent suffer?
3 Human Views of God

• A Punishing God  

• A Tyrannical God 

• An Irrelevant God



Why do the innocent suffer?
3 Human Views of God

A Punishing God 
• God uses suffering as punishment for bad behavior 
• Suffering is deserved 
• Therefore I blame myself, or beg for clemency



Why do the innocent suffer?
3 Human Views of God

A Tyrannical God 
• God is the source of both blessing and suffering 
• Suffering is unavoidable 
• Therefore I accept it, be stoic, stiff upper lip



Why do the innocent suffer?
3 Human Views of God

An Irrelevant God 
• God can do nothing to cause or stop suffering— 

He is either non-existent or powerless 
• Suffering is pointless 
• Therefore I run away from it, or despair



Why do the innocent suffer?
3 Human Views of God

These views leave us two options: 
• Job’s wife:  Hate God 
• Job’s friends:  Hate yourself 



Job vs. 3 Human Views of God

A Punishing God? 
• God did not send suffering as retribution. 
• Job was “blameless and upright.” 
• If anything, evil was attracted to Job not because 

he was a bad person, but because he was good.



Job vs. 3 Human Views of God

A Tyrannical God? 
• Is God the source of Job’s suffering? 
• No.  God blesses; Satan brings suffering. 
• God created a perfect world at Creation.  

When man fell, it unleashed the forces of sin 
and evil in the world, and suffering was born.



Job vs. 3 Human Views of God

An Irrelevant God? 
• God is in complete control of Satan and Job’s 

suffering: “Against him do not stretch out  
your hand.” 
• God sovereignly limits suffering and evil. 
• God has purpose for suffering.



“The real question about Job is whether he is a 
servant of God because he desires prosperity, or if he 
is a servant because he desires God.  The answer: Job 
is partly there and partly not.  Satan wants to destroy 
what relationship is there by taking everything away.  
God wants the relationship to be 100% complete. 
That is God’s purpose in allowing Job’s suffering.” 

Tim Keller



What does Job teach us about facing suffering?



“And he said, ‘Naked I came from my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return.’” 

Job 1:21



What does Job teach about facing suffering?

1.  Let God be God, who is worthy of our worship. 
“Then Job arose… and fell on the ground and  
worshiped. And he said, ‘The LORD gave, and the 
LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
LORD.’” 

Job 1:20–21



“The ancient man approached God (or even the gods) 
as the accused person approaches his judge.  For the 
modern man the roles are reversed.  He is the judge: 
God is in the dock [on trial]. Man is quite a kindly 
judge: if God should have a reasonable defense for 
being the god who permits war, poverty, and disease, 
he is ready to listen to it. The trial may even end in 
God’s acquittal.  But the important thing is that Man 
is on the Bench and God in the Dock.” 

C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock



In Job, we see that God is not required to  
answer our questions.  God asks the questions. 



This is the message of Job: 

A god who is the author of evil, 
or toothless in the face of evil, or 

a punitive taskmaster—is not God. 
That god would be less than God. 

God is the questioning God of the whirlwind.



“Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind 
and said: ‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words 
without knowledge? Dress for action like a man; I will 
question you, and you make it known to me. Where 
were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell 
me, if you have understanding…Who shut in the sea 
with doors when it burst out from the womb?…Have 
you commanded the morning since your days began, 
and caused the dawn to know its place?’” 

Job 38:1-4,8,12



What does Job teach about facing suffering?

2. Express your grief authentically. 
“Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his 
head and fell on the ground.” 

Job 1:20



What does Job teach about facing suffering?

3. Approach explanations with humility. 
“Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.” 

Job 42:3



What does Job teach about facing suffering?

4. Trust God to use your suffering for good. 
“Though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him.” 

Job 13:15




