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Introduction
This week Pastor Matt preached from the Book of Ezra. Ezra was a 
contemporary of Nehemiah who was part of the first wave of Jews 
returning to Jerusalem from their captivity in Babylon. The events we 
discussed in Ezra happened approximately 90 years prior to where we 
are in the book of Nehemiah with the rebuilding of the wall, and we 
see some very similar themes emerge.

1. Why did Cyrus, the king of Persia, let the Jews return to Jerusalem? 
(Ezra 1:1)

• Is that surprising to you? If so, why?

• Do you believe that God can and does use unbelievers to 
accomplish His purposes?

• Have you seen an example of this in your own life?

2. What else did Cyrus decree of those who were neighbors to the Jews 
that would be returning? (Ezra 1:4)

• For what purpose were they to do this?

3. In Ezra 3:1 “…the people gathered as one man to Jerusalem.” What do 
you think that means?

• What was it that compelled them to gather?  

• What would it look like for BPC to “gather as one man”? 

• What would be our reason?



4. Pastor Matt discussed the Jews’ priority of rebuilding three critical 
elements of Jerusalem once they returned.  

• What was that order? 

• Do you think there’s a significance to that order? If so, what?

• Would that have been your prioritized list?

5. Read Ezra 2:68-69. What is happening here?  

• What do you think “according to their ability” means?

6. Back to the priority of rebuilding the altar first. Why do you think 
they started their construction there? (Ezra 3:3)

• Does your fear drive you to the Lord or away from Him?

7. Last week Pastor Bob stressed the importance of everyone 
participating in the work of the Lord, and he also explained how, far 
too often, churches hire people to fill a need instead of raising up 
and equipping members of the church. Read Ezra 3:7 – why was it 
necessary for these men to be hired?

8. Again this week the text mentions many names. Everyone was 
accounted for – young and old.  Everyone had a role to play.  

• Do you believe you are an important part of God’s work at BPC?

• Do you feel like you are an important part of God’s work at BPC? 
Why?



9. Are you PARTICIPATING in God’s work in and through BPC? If not, 
why not?

• What ways do you believe He would have you engage?

10. Have you sensed God’s PREPARATION in your own heart and life?

• Are there ways He is asking you to make PREPARATION?

• Write down those things, and tell someone about them who will 
follow up with you and hold you to it.

11. Why is CELEBRATION of what God has done important?  

• Who is it important for?

• Are there things you see God doing in BPC that you can celebrate?

• Are there things God is doing in your life or in the life of your family 
that you can celebrate?

12. Do you believe that Preparation and Participation are just as 
important as Celebration in our worship of God? Explain.


