
REFLECTION 
& 

DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS



Dear BPC family,
Starting on April 30th and continuing through July, I will be 
preaching through my favorite Old Testament book – Nehemiah. 
We find in this amazing season of Israel’s history God’s power 
and grace working in and through His people. Do we not also 
want this to be our current experience as well?

Each week there will be “reflection and discussion questions” 
provided for you on our website as well as hard copies available 
at the Welcome Desk. There are several possible ways you may 
choose to use these questions:

• To ponder and pray over them for you own personal 
spiritual growth

• To discuss as a family and involve your children (these 
questions are not overly complicated or technical so that 
kids can engage them as well)

• To share with your small group or home group
• To serve as a discussion guide if you want to share the 

sermon with a friend

Sermon Text:  Nehemiah 1:1-11   
Nehemiah (Hope, Health & Heritage) Series #1
Sermon Date:  April 30, 2017   
Sermon Title: Loving Christ’s Church

1. What was Nehemiah’s SITUATION? Where and when did he 
live and how was he “in the right place at the right time?” What 
is your current life situation? Do you believe in God’s providence 
that you “are in the right place at the right time?” What is BPC’s 
current situation and in what ways are we as a congregation “in 
the right place at the right time?”



2. How does Nehemiah’s QUESTION (vs. 1-2) reflect his interest in 
and love for God’s people? In what practical ways do you reflect 
this interest in & love for God’s people?

3. What explains the depth of Nehemiah’s CONSTERNATION?  
What do our tears reveal about our hearts?  How can grief reflect 
either our idolatry or our godly spirituality?

  
4. How does this consternation reflect his IDENTIFICATION with 
God’s people?  In what ways does the New Testament describe 
the church in general and Christ’s (and our) identification with 
it in particular (see Acts 9:5; I Cor. 8:12; 12:6; I Peter 2:1-12)? 
Can you draw and explain the “second trinity” illustration? Do 
you agree that three enemies of sound Biblical ecclesiology 
(doctrine of the church) are “privatization, marginalization, and 
consumerization?” 

 



5. Ponder and discuss Nehemiah’s PETITION (prayer) in vs. 5-9. 
What place does repentance have in our prayers? How does 
this prayer reflect his love for God and God’s people? Do you 
regularly offer heartfelt petitions for the health and welfare of 
BPC? If so, why?  If not, why not?

6. What is Nehemiah’s primary MOTIVATION in this account (vs. 
10-11)? How does the gospel provide the primary motivation for 
all we do (see I John 4:7-11)?  Do you agree that: “if we love the 
Shepherd we will love His sheep, and if we love the Groom we 
will love His bride?”

7. What ACTION does Nehemiah take to demonstrate his love for 
God and for God’s people? What action may God be calling you 
to take to demonstrate your love for God and for God’s people 
here at BPC? What is “gospel-driven love?”


