










Who Is the Holy Spirit,!
and Why Should I Care?!

Acts 2



Acts 2:1-24!
Page 1560,!
pew Bible



ruach (Hebrew) = pneuma (Greek) = spiritus (Latin) 
!

all meaning 
!

wind / breath / spirit 



What do we know about the Holy Spirit?



Personal 
•	
 “He,” not “it” 
•	
 3rd person of Trinity 
•	
 Personal to us:  dwells with & within us (John 14:17)

The Holy Spirit is…



Saving 
•	
 Gives us spiritual life when we’re spiritually dead   
    (Romans 8:11) 
•	
 Reveals the mystery of Christ to us (Eph. 3:5) 
•	
 Gives us faith (1 Cor. 12:3) 
•	
 Seals our salvation (Eph. 1:13) 
•	
 Renews us (Titus 3:5) 

The Holy Spirit is…



Helpful 
•  “Helper” (John 14, 15, 16) 
•  Teaches us “all things,” especially about Jesus   

      (John 14:26) 
•  Guides our conscience (Romans 9:1) 
•  Helps us pray when we don’t know how    

      (Romans 8:26-27) 

The Holy Spirit is…



Formative 
Develops into our character the Fruit of Holy Spirit:  
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 

The Holy Spirit is…



Practical 
• Gives spiritual gifts to use in ministry 

(Romans 12, 1 Cor. 12, Ephesians 4) 
• Gives us words to say when we need them 

(Mark 13:11, Luke 12:12) 
• Gives us power to bear witness to Jesus 

(Acts 1:8)

The Holy Spirit is…



Experiential 
• Pours God’s love into 

our hearts (Romans 5:5) 
• Allows us to feel like 

God’s children (Romans 
8:14-16)

The Holy Spirit is…



• Culture says:  “Problems come from outside—other 
people, situations, circumstances.  Solutions come 
from within yourself.” 
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!
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!
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The Gospel vs. Culture



• Culture says:  “Problems come from outside—other 
people, situations, circumstances.  Solutions come 
from within yourself.”  

  

• Gospel says:  “Biggest problems are inside you—
your sin and brokenness.  You cannot fix them.  But 
God comes from outside to do what you cannot—to 
cleanse you from your sin and heal you from your 
brokenness.” 

The Gospel vs. Culture



• Religion says: “Do your very best to be good and 
do good, and then if it’s good enough, God will 
love and bless you.” 

!

!
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The Gospel vs. Religion



• Religion says: “Do your very best to be good and 
do good, and then if it’s good enough, God will 
love and bless you.” 

!

• Gospel says:  “You are loved and blessed already, 
before you’ve done anything.  Now go and do good 
in MY power, not yours.” 

The Gospel vs. Religion



Not “How much of the Holy Spirit do I have?”  
!

but 
  

“How much of me does the Holy Spirit have?”



Confess your belief in the Holy Spirit: 
!

Holy Spirit, I believe that you are the third person of 
the Trinity, a person who is God, sent by Jesus, who 
dwells within me, applying Christ’s saving work to 
me, forming godly character in me, empowering and 
equipping me for the work that God calls me to do, 
and allowing me to experience the love God has for 
me as His child.



Make room in your heart by confessing your sins: 
!

I confess that I am a sinner, and that within my heart 
there is darkness, corruption, rebellion, and 
selfishness, often leaving little room for the Holy 
Spirit.  I have thought, said, and done sinful things, 
and have left unsaid and undone things that are good.  
But I know that you have forgiven my sin, and that 
you can cleanse me from all unrighteousness.  So 
please, Father, create in me a clean heart, and renew 
a right spirit within me.



Commit to developing and keeping margin in 
your life: 
!

Holy Spirit, I know that in order to be obedient to 
your guidance and leading, I must have margin in 
my schedule and my to-do list.  I now commit to 
making time in my schedule to do your will, and to 
place obedience to your will at the top of my to-do 
list.



Open yourself to the work and leading of the 
Holy Spirit: 
!

Holy Spirit, I declare that I want more from my life.  
I want to walk with you.  I want to be in step with 
you.  I want to use the gifts you have given me for 
your purposes.  I want to be loving, joyful, peaceful, 
patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-
controlled.  So I open myself to your work within 
me, and to your moment to moment guidance.



Now listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit…


