


“Experience comes from what we have done.  
Wisdom comes from what we’ve done badly.” 

!

Prof.	  Theodore	  Levitt,	  Harvard	  Business	  School



Making Decisions!
God’s Way!

!

1 Kings 3



1 Kings 3:5-28!
(p. 475, pew Bible)





1. The Moral Law:                                 
Make sure it does not violate God’s law.
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!

“Keep the charge of the LORD your God, walking 
in his ways and keeping his statutes, his 
commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as 
it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may 
prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn.” 

1	  Kings	  2:3

David’s Instructions to Solomon



2.  Wisdom: 
If you are within God’s moral law, 
use the wisdom that God gives us.
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WrongRight



SinNot Sin



SinNot Sin

“How close can I get to sin without actually sinning?”



SinNot Sin

“How far can I go over the line between right and wrong 
without experiencing consequences?” 



(Wrong questions.) 
!

Right question: 
What is the wise thing to do?



“Wisdom means becoming competent 
with regard to the realities of life.” 

Gerhard	  von	  Rad,	  
Old	  Testament	  scholar



!

The King is the source of wisdom. 



“Whatever you treasure most, that is your 
king, and it will be your source of wisdom. 
If anything other than Jesus is the true King 
of your life, then wisdom will be based on 
that, and your wisdom will be foolishness.” 

Tim	  Keller



Your “king” becomes your source of 
wisdom, leads to foolish behavior, and 

sows the seeds of its own failure. 
!

Unless you draw wisdom from the 
true King, you are out of touch 

with the realities of life.





!

The essence of true wisdom is this: 
the road to achieving what you want 

leads downward.  The way up is down. 



!

You find your life by losing it. 
To get real lasting power, submit. 

To get true freedom, serve. 
To acquire real riches, give money away. 



The spiritual life of downward mobility is 
a life that sets us free to be strong while 
weak, to be free while captive, to be 
joyful while in pain, to be rich while poor. 

!

Henri	  Nouwen,	  
The	  Sel'less	  Way	  of	  Christ:	  

Downward	  Mobility	  and	  the	  Spiritual	  Life



“For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God… For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men.” 

!

1	  Corinthians	  1:18,25



3.  Preference: 
If you are within God’s moral law, 
and following godly wisdom, 
then do what you want.
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“And when they had come up to Mysia, 
they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the 
Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.” 

Acts	  16:7



1. Moral law. 
2. Wisdom.  With Jesus as your true King, 

the way up is down. 
3. Do what you want, and let the Holy 

Spirit guide.
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