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100 DAY DEVOTIONAL

We hope you enjoy this compilation of 
daily devotionals. The idea is to read one each day
until we reach the anniversary of Bay Presbyterian

Church’s one hundreth birthday. But we hope
you will enjoy the devotions many times, returning

to favorites or ones that you need in a certain 
time of life over and over again.

The devotions were written by pastors,
elders, and members alike—writing
what was on their hearts and minds
to share as we celebrate the legacy
of our church, and look ahead to 

what God has ordained for our future!

God Bless You!





June 10 || 100

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”

2 Timothy 3:16

Can you imagine face to face instruction by God? We read in Genesis 1 how God 
instructs Adam and Eve to be fruitful, to subdue and have dominion over the earth. 
In other words, God counsels Adam and Eve by giving advice and instruction to 
direct behavior. God gave Adam and Eve understanding of who they were and what 
they should do to make sense of life outside of themselves. The counsel was not 
just for problem solving. It was proactive, not reactive. His counsel existed before 
the “Fall.” Man needed counsel from God to handle life, tend to the garden and 
animals, and to demonstrate love.

We still need God’s counsel today! God is called, “Wonderful Counselor” (Isaiah 
9:6). Counselor is who He is, not just what He does. It is His “is-ness” not just His 
title. He breathed out His word to us and continues to counsel us using the Holy 
Scripture, Holy Spirit, and the body of Christ.

There is no better source for counseling than the Bible because counseling re-
quires the study of the soul, and since God created our souls He knows our souls 
better than anyone else. His word can instruct us, knock us down, and stand us 
back upright. His word reprimands, restores and redeems. 
 

Dear Lord, Breathe on me! May your breathed out words continue to 
transform my heart. Oh may I learn to live in relationship with you and 
the body of Christ so that my activity is both restorative and redemptive! 
May I seek Godly counsel by your living word, through your Holy Spirit 
and in Your church! Amen.
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 “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness.”
Lamentations 3:22-23

In contemplating the last 40 years that I have been a part of BPC I thought of the 
many changes that have taken place over the years in worship style, music, orga-
nization, outreach, children’s ministry, etc. We began having walk up Communion 
occasionally, more contemporary worship music and anointing was introduced. 
We took risks in expanding our facilities and more recently acquiring the Blessed 
Sacrament campus and creating the Family Ministry Center. And, of course, the 
biggest risk of leaving our denomination. Some changes have been cheered and 
some mourned. Hallowed traditions gave way to new ways of doing things but we 
not only survived, we flourished. We wanted what was God’s plan and purpose for 
BPC, not our own and that is what I see as the “secret of our success.” Through 
much prayer we have trusted the Holy Spirit to show our leaders the direction we 
were to go. 

I believe God has been able to do so much in and through BPC because we never 
lost sight of His faithfulness over the years. We stood on the firm foundation of 
faith laid by those who came before us and now we are passing the torch on to a 
new generation of saints. We have sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit at every 
turn and tried to follow as faithfully as we could. May this never change. 

Thank you, loving Father, for your faithfulness to your people at BPC for 
the last 100 years. In an ever changing world, please continue to grant us 
all the gifts and blessings we will need as we seek to worship you and serve 
you in Spirit and in Truth. Amen.
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“Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

Psalm 46:10

Upon joining Bay Pres the first time in the mid 60’s when John Oerter was pastor, 
my husband Joe and I with nine other couples became involved in learning to lead 
what became Koinonia groups. To our surprise and joy 100 signed up the first day! 
When help was needed around the church, many members answered the call by 
volunteering to help. We women met in what we called Circles for Bible study, 
fellowship, breaking bread together and prayer. 

Prayer has always been at the center of my life, so upon returning in 2000 to Bay 
Pres after many moves, prayer became my focus. At 92 years of age, I am able 
to look back through the years and know that being still in His presence is the 
most meaningful form of prayer. Just to sit with Him brings peace and joy beyond 
measure, as we listen for His still small voice and wait upon His Holy Spirit to 
guide us down the path He has designed for us. We are so blessed here with 
many prayer groups, and God is always by you waiting to hear from you so that 
He can answer you. 

Heavenly father, as we come before you, may we praise and worship you 
for Who you are…the great I AM, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. May all 
the honor and glory belong to you. Thank you for sending Jesus to die 
for us, and for your Holy Spirit to live within us. Help us to always share 
Jesus with those around us and help bring them to know Him as Savior 
and Lord of their lives. May we give you all the control and never give up. 
Amen.
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“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 
were either one or the other!”

Revelation 3:15

Passive, apathetic, careless, unintentional, nebulous…these are just some of the 
adjectives that could describe my walk with the Lord at times. The Creator of the 
universe left heaven to die on my behalf, and I go days without opening His word. 
So easily I allow the taskmaster of my “To Do List” drive the agenda of my day, 
instead of following the lead of the Author of Life. I coast along in my American, 
suburban, comfortable Christianity.  

The truth is that I like living my life for me. I think that the way to get the most out 
of life is to make sure everything is just right. So I spend my time, emotion, and 
money insulating myself as much as I can. When my heart is in this place I treat 
Jesus as a supplier of things I think I need to be happy.

And then I experience some discomfort – some hardship that wakes me up – and 
I run to Jesus (usually after I’ve run to someone or something else first). And the 
amazing thing is that He is there waiting for me. He embraces me without rolling 
His eyes, without scolding or shaming me, and reveals even more of His love for 
me. Why don’t I pursue Him all the time? Why does my heart get so lukewarm?

A few verses later in this passage the Lord gives us a tremendous truth and chal-
lenge: “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent.” 
(Rev. 3:19)

Jesus, forgive me for squandering all that you have given me by pursu-
ing things that leave me in a place of apathy. Thank you that you love me 
enough to discipline me. Continue to capture my heart with your love 
in the gospel in such a way that will compel me to earnestly seek you in 
repentance and obedience. Amen.
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“The Word of the Lord remains forever. And this Word is the good 
news that was preached to you.”

1 Peter 1:25 

I love my Bible. I know we should love every Bible - it’s all God’s Word, but I 
confess, I have a particular affection for MY Bible! So great is the attraction that 
I refused, for years, to send my Bible away for an overdue re-binding. Overdue as 
in even the duct tape holding the thing together (a shout-out to my handy-man-
depression-era father) was worn out and peeling off. Overdue as in friends would 
simply shake their heads and smile when they saw my Bible...or what they per-
ceived was left of it. 

Then, one day, a friend, whose Bible had been close to duct tape desperate, 
showed me her newly rebound Word of God. With some trepidation, I took the 
plunge. I packaged up my beloved Bible and sent it to a PO Box in a small Indiana 
town. It was gone.

Yes, I had another Bible (a few actually), but, well, it just wasn’t the same. I missed 
MY Bible. I couldn’t find things as easily in the “other” Bible and at first I even 
found it kind of hard to engage in the Word. I wondered: With duct tape replaced 
by a pretty cover, would my Bible still be MY BIBLE?  

Then one day, the mailman delivered my rebound Bible. It was, indeed, pretty on 
the outside. I held my breath and opened the front cover. IT WAS THE SAME! My 
highlights, scribbles, notes, lists, dates – all in tact! The Good News that forever 
changed my life was still the same Good News. 

Father, thank you for the gift of your unchanging Word. And thank you for 
how that Word changes us to be more like you! Amen.
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 “Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when He finished, 
one of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray...’”

Luke 11:1

Since the number of published articles and books on prayer are too numerous 
to count, many of us seem to struggle with the practice of praying. The acronym 
“ACTS” offers one simple method. ACTS represents the basic components of a 
prayer: adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and supplication. In order to adore 
someone, you need to know that person. God’s word tells us that one way we can 
know Him is by what He has created. When we reflect on what He has created and 
on its perpetual existence and adaptation through eons of time, we experience a 
sense of wonder. When we examine the laws of nature that He has designed, we 
experience a sense of awe. When we look at the sky and think about how all the 
stars and planets remain in their own place and do not collide or fall, we begin to 
comprehend His majestic power. And when we realize that He also cares for us 
so intimately that He knows the number of hairs on our heads, we humbly praise 
His holy name. When we think about God’s holiness and majesty, we recognize 
our failure, our very inability, to obey his commands. Our response is a heartfelt 
confession. Gratitude, that we can come before the throne of God because Jesus’ 
atoning sacrifice has made us holy, follows as we respond to this undeserved mercy 
and grace. We then boldly share with our Father what we need or what we are 
asking for others. Through this act we rest in His magnificence and in His love and 
on His promises because God is good and trustworthy.

Jesus, teach us to pray. Holy Spirit, help us to believe. Amen.
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“But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 

for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’”

I Samuel 16:7 

 
In the story of David’s anointing in the above passage, it seems to me that like 
Samuel, most of us are initially surprised that God doesn’t always choose the 
biggest and seemingly most capable to do His work. Oftentimes, it is the seemly 
insignificant people like David or Jesus whom God has chosen to do great things. 
The same holds true for our gifts. Big gifts are fine, but they are not always the 
most significant. Have you ever been hesitant to do your part because you believed 
that anything you could contribute wouldn’t really matter? The story of David 
teaches a different lesson. The story of our Lord and Savior reminds us that all 
matter in God’s Kingdom. Be encouraged; the most unexpected people often 
accomplish the greatest things. 

Jesus, may we grasp your vision and not hang on to how things appear to 
us. Amen.
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“Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, 
so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life 
for all. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 

made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience 
the many will be made righteous.” 

Romans 5:18-19

In one of the more remarkable passages of the letter to the Romans, Paul makes 
an incredible assertion. Jesus is not merely a wonderful example, He is not only a 
great moral teacher, He is actually the second Adam. He is the new human being 
who changes all of human history! Talk about a reset button! Paul argues that all of 
us were participants in lives of disobedience but now there is a new way: participa-
tion in the life of obedience offered in Jesus Christ. At first encounter, perhaps the 
obedience language sounds rather cold and impersonal. “Just do as you are told,” 
we may be hearing. However, try thinking about it this way: how else ought one 
relate to the perfect love of God? “Do as you’re told” begins to become “live as 
the beautiful creation I know you to be.” And going even further, “allow the life of 
Jesus to be shaped in you.” 

Lord, help us to live like the beautiful creation you know us to be. Amen.
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“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 
about anything…Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praise-

worthy—think about such things…”
Philippians 4:4-9

                      

Who of us would ever be anxious about our marriage, job, children or relation-
ships!? For a large portion of my life, I sure have! In fact, my picture was in Web-
ster’s under “anxiety.” But a friend in Christ gave me this verse many years ago and I 
placed it on my desk, on the mirror in my bathroom, in my car & in my heart. When 
I felt anxious I went to the verse and I knew the Lord was near. I memorized it and 
it became my life verse. My friend shared that the verse does not only ask us not 
to be anxious but how to avoid anxiety. I would be lying to you if I said I do not fall 
back into my old habits but the God of peace is much bigger than my concerns and 
He has become my refuge daily.

There are times God has answered my prayers immediately and other times that I 
had to wait for years for His answer. But I know that He will always answer them. 
There are times when I ask God “where are you?” But I know that He never wants 
me to take my eyes off Him. Be sure to surround yourselves with like-minded 
believers, and get counseling if necessary, for He never told us to go through life as 
“Lone Rangers.”

“For Yesterday is history - Tomorrow is a mystery - Today is a gift-that is why He 
calls it the Present”

Lord, I give you all the praise. Amen.
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“But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ And when they looked up, 

they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.” 
Matthew 17:7-8

We mark the great manifestation of Jesus’ glory when we talk about the Transfig-
uration. It must have been quite an awesome occurrence as it leaves Peter, James 
and John trembling on the ground. But Jesus comforts them and as the text says, 
when they looked up, they only saw Jesus. We live in a time of uncertainty; perhaps 
even a time of fear. The question for us is this: will we approach tomorrow with 
fear or with the vision that comes when we approach life through Jesus? Anything is 
possible when we approach life through Him: loving our enemies, caring for those 
who are different from us, giving in new and generous ways. 

May Christ comfort you and shape your vision for the work that He calls 
you to do. In His name. Amen. 
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“But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those 
who love Him’— these things God has revealed to us through the 

Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, 
even the depths of God.”

1 Corinthians 2:9-10

Paul speaks some truly beautiful and hopeful words. He tells us that God is 
preparing, God is getting ready to receive us in ways that are unimaginable for us. 
This has comforted many Christians throughout the centuries. God prepares and in 
response, you and I are called to prepare in order to feel at home with all of God’s 
preparations. The question for us is simply this: are we preparing for what God is 
doing? Are we living lives that reflect the work that Christ is doing in our midst? Are 
we caring for one another in preparation for God’s caring? Are we giving in prepara-
tion for God’s glorious gifts to us? Or do we treat one another or fail to give as 
if God is not at work – as if we really are left to our own devices? These are deep 
things for us to ponder as we all move towards God’s preparations.

Lord, I pray we will be encouraged to live a life in Thee. For you are the 
one who welcomes and who is at work in our broken world. Amen.
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“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  
And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 

neither shall anyone snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all. 

And no one is able to snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”
John 10:27-29

 
One of the fundamentals of the Reformed Theology is Perseverance of the Saints, 
sometimes referred to as “eternal security” or “once saved / always saved.” 
However eternal security conveys a passive attitude – once saved, I just sit back, 
wait, and let Jesus carry me to heaven. The old song about boarding the train for 
glory conveys this poor theology. Reformed theology talks about the perseverance 
of the saints. The saints will persevere to the end. They will be faithful. They will 
endure. It is an active perseverance. Our confidence however in the perseverance 
of the saints does not rest in ourselves, but in God’s preservation. We persevere, 
because He preserves us. Perseverance is both a duty and a grace. We have a 
responsibility to hold on as tightly as we can, even though we are sure He will not 
let us go.    
 
The essence of Reformed Theology is that we owe all of our salvation to God. 
There is nothing for which we can take credit. At salvation God gives us a supernat-
ural faith to believe. This is a gift of grace and mercy. It is not a temporary gift. It is 
an eternal gift. 
 

Gracious God, help us to persevere to the end. We know that in our own 
strength that is impossible. Thank you for holding us tightly inYour hand 
and keeping us there. All of this we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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“For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made 
known to you the power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received honor 
and glory from God the Father when the voice came to Him from 

the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is My Son, whom I love; with 
Him I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice that came 
from heaven when we were with Him on the sacred mountain.”

2 Peter 1:16-19  

Talk about a mountain top experience! Peter, James and John saw Jesus, His face 
shining like the sun and His garments as white as the light. Jesus was joined by 
Moses and Elijah, while God the Father spoke from heaven as a bright cloud envel-
oped them. Wow! And yet Peter later said in 2 Peter 1:19, “And we have something 
more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention...” In 
other words the prophetic word of Scripture is more sure, more reliable than expe-
riences, than even an experience like Peter, James and John witnessed.   

So much of Christianity today is taken up with mysticism, emotions, and experienc-
es. Unfortunately experiences are subjective. They will heighten your feelings and 
our emotions. They go up and down. On the other hand God’s Word is objective 
and it never changes. We can always rely on God’s Word. 
  

Gracious God, Thank you for preserving your Word down through the 
ages. In Scripture you have given us everything that we need for salva-
tion and to live a godly life, pleasing to you. Please convict us of the need 
to know you through the study of your word. It is in Jesus’ name that we 
pray. Amen.
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“Father, I want those You have given Me to be with Me where 
I am, and to see My glory, the glory You have given Me because 

You loved Me before the creation of the world.”
John 17:24  

 

Before the foundations of the earth were laid, as a tangible expression of His 
infinite love for the Son, the Father promised His Son a bride, a company of 
redeemed sinners (the elect) who would honor and glorify the Son forever. The 
Father recorded their names in the Book of Life and pledged them to His Son as a 
gift of His love. 
 
Sinners then are not saved because they are inherently worthy of salvation or 
because they are wise enough to choose Christ, but because the Father chose 
them and lovingly draws them for the purpose of giving them as a gift to the Son to 
glorify Him throughout eternity.
 
All of this does not diminish the love that the Father has for us, but it does take 
the focus off of us and puts it on God, where it belongs. The humbling reality is 
that believers are secondary within the scope of God’s eternal plan. The Father’s 
primary concern is the honor of the Son whom He loves and desires to be glorified.  
 
The Son’s primary concern, likewise, is the honor and glory of the Father. Because 
of His perfect love for the Father, He considered the Father’s gift so precious that 
He “emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave and being made in the likeness 
of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

 
 

Forgive us Lord, when we try to make ourselves the center of your re-
demptive plan. We want you to have all of the glory. This we pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  
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“His Master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things— I will put you in charge 

of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’”
Matthew 25:21

Over the last several years, Jesus has been teaching me the importance of being 
trustworthy with the little things. The world focuses on the big and the grandiose, 
but Jesus is concerned with the small. What are the little things we need to take 
care of before we receive the big things of the kingdom? Some of these might be: 
a tender smile. a helping hand, an encouraging word, a listening ear, forbearing one 
another in love, an uncomplaining spirit even in weariness, dying to what we think 
and listening to what Jesus would have us do.

Who is your master? Whom do you serve? The servant who is faithful to Jesus can 
be trusted in the little things. The servant who is not faithful does not hear the 
spiritual things.

As we take care of the little things, and minister to the hearts of others, He will 
minister to ours. The blessings will be great.

It is likely that we are not even aware of what the deeper responsibilities are be-
cause the Holy Spirit reveals to us only those things with which we can be trusted. 
If, after a time when Jesus has been able to depend on us with that which is little, 
He may be able to grant us the privilege and responsibility for some of the deeper 
things of the Kingdom for the glory of God. He wants to do it. 

Lord, help us to focus on the little things. I pray we will obey the Holy 
Spirit and remember that little is much when you are in it. Amen.
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“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  

But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking nothing.”

James 1:2-4 

Joy can co-exist with suffering. At first blush this seems impossible, but this is made 
evident at Christian funerals. We suffer the loss of a loved one while at the same 
time we have joy in knowing our loved-one is with Christ for eternal glory. 

Of course we don’t find joy in the cause of the trial itself; whether it be an illness, 
persecution, or any other kind of suffering. But we can find joy in knowing each trial 
is a perfecting work when we allow the Holy Spirit to have His way.

If we are in the midst of a trial, we must believe it is because we are not yet 
“perfect and complete.” In other words, we still don’t look like Christ. We find 
joy in knowing God loves us (Romans 8:39), but His goal for us is to be Christ-like 
(Rom. 8:29). Because He is sovereign (Isaiah 46:9, 10), He will lovingly allow 
whatever is necessary to finish His perfecting work in us.
  
Trials give us the opportunity to mature in ways that can only happen because of 
the trial. Every trial is in place to help us grow in our spiritual maturity so that we 
will look more like Christ after the trial than we looked before the trial. This is 
reason to have joy!  

Dear Lord, You alone are the author and perfecter of my faith. Give me 
patience to allow your Spirit to make me complete, lacking nothing. I long 
to be your image bearer. I ask this all for your glory. Amen.
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“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 
Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly 
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us”
Romans 5:6-8

John Wesley believed that animals would be in heaven. Well what do you think 
about that?

There is a deep and abiding human need for unconditional love which dogs often 
represent to their owners. When nobody else seems to care, there is always Rover! 
Well, I love my animals, but really, how much greater is the Good News of a God 
who not only loves unconditionally but has the power to transform us - to enable us 
to love as we have been loved! 

Jesus, we thank you for the unconditional love that only you can give. 
Amen.
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“With the tongue we praise our LORD and Father, and with it we 
curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. 

Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and 
sisters, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water 

flow from the same spring? My brothers and sisters, 
can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? 

Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.”
James 3:9-12

Are people better off after you have been with them?

Our spoken words as well as our unspoken thoughts are overflow from our true 
heart (Proverbs 4: 23-25). The fruit we bear springs from heart soil. If the heart 
is pumping out of the flesh or stuck in a sin pattern, the fruit will be rotten. If you 
throw a piece of rotten fruit at someone, the impact leaves residue, bruises, stain, 
embarrassment, shame, pain, and anger. 

However, the effect of offering fresh, nutrient-filled fruit is health, sustenance, joy, 
encouragement, and life.

This does not mean we are always a doormat or never speak up. When it is nec-
essary to confront or stand for truth, it is to be done in love, wanting an outcome 
of wholeness and unity. That happens when we allow the Holy Spirit to direct our 
conversations. Consider your motivation and offer your true heart to the Lord for 
reshaping.

Be slow to speak and thoughtful with word choice. Why are you speaking? What is 
your intention? Who benefits from your words? 

Lord, Sometimes the hardest part of my body to bring under your au-
thority is my tongue. Use my speech to love people well and to speak 
truth. Grow me in knowing when to speak and when to be silent. Choose 
my words and timing. Show me how to love people through my words. 
Amen.
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 

who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort 

we ourselves receive from God.” 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4

This short passage is embedded in a five-verse text where the word “comfort” ap-
pears ten times. The passage shockingly ends with Paul sharing, “…we know that as 
you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.” I would gladly share 
in one’s comfort, but one’s suffering? And yet suffering and affliction is part of our 
daily lives, especially of those who follow Christ. What’s comforting in that? Well, 
it’s for our comfort that God comforts us, and in turn helps us to comfort others. 
If you take a look at the whole passage, you come to realize what type of comfort 
can increase under suffering… it’s when the gift of comfort is God Himself. Jesus 
Christ gave Himself as a ransom for us, that we might have relationship with God 
the Father, and experience His comfort, or His Spirit, when we walk in the foot-
steps of our suffering Savior.

How has your comfort increased in the midst of suffering? Where in your story, 
right now, are you a recipient of His grace? How might you share that comfort with 
someone in your life who is suffering? 

Heavenly Father, You had my comfort in mind when you sent The Com-
forter, your Holy Spirit. Please forgive me for seeking comfort from the 
world, in an effort to escape my struggles, instead of turning to you. 
Thank you for sending your Son Jesus, whose life and resurrection now 
define my story. Help me to see the people in my life through your eyes, 
and perhaps share with someone even today, of how you comfort me in 
my troubles. Amen.
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“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 

to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

Ephesians 3:20

My prayer is that the Holy Spirit would continue to use me in whatever manner He 
chooses, until I am called Home. 

One such experience is this: During a Sunday service I was inspired to take a enve-
lope from the pew and write a specific thought. The following day I felt directed 
to take a copy of Jesus Calling and a Bible, to a specific parking lot across from 
Fairview hospital and give it to the attendant on duty. Following this directive, I 
drove to the lot and got out of my car and walked to the guard shack, and knocked 
on the sliding window. I proceeded to tell the lady within that I did not know what 
her beliefs were, but felt inspired to deliver the items. She immediately broke 
down sobbing. She came out of the shack and we hugged while we cried together. 
To this day, I don’t know who she is or what her problem was, but the Holy Spirit 
directed and I followed.

Since my wife and I were married, I have been continually inspired to write Chris-
tian based poetry. Please understand, if you know me you would not picture me 
being inspired to do such a thing. The Holy Spirit is an overwhelming force Who 
humbles me...I choose not to challenge, just follow. 

Lord, I pray that you will continue to use me in whatever manner you 
choose until I am called Home. Amen. 
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“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me”

Mathew 25:40

As I reflect on this scripture, I realize how each of us has the opportunity to 
practice the true spirit of generosity. We are never more pleasing to God as when 
we help those in need. I also firmly believe that “To whom much is given, much 
is expected.” Furthermore, every act of kindness makes a difference, and defines 
us. There is growing scientific research that doing good unto others is also good 
for wellbeing. Happiness expert Stephen G. Post, PHD., Stoney Brook Medicine, 
has inspired thousands in healthcare, business, schools, philanthropy, volunteer 
programs, and spiritual communities with his uplifting message that “the simple 
act of intentional giving adds to happiness, health, resilience, creativity, and even 
longevity of those who do unto others.” Opportunities for our involvement are 
numerous as our communities continue to have many pressing issues including 
poverty, hunger, homelessness, physical and mental illness, medical hardships, 
and much more. God has called us to be his people of hope and healing to a world 
in need. May we seek his guidance and wisdom to be his agents striving to bring 
about restoration, and the health and well-being for all. 

Almighty God, we praise you and give thanks for the many blessings be-
stowed upon us. By the power of your Holy Spirit, help us to more clearly 
see the many needs in our world today, and respond with generous and 
giving hearts. As we seek to give more of our time, talents and treasures, 
may we be beacons of hope, and reflect your unconditional love and com-
passion. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Ephesians 2:10

As we celebrate 100 years of Bay Presbyterian Church, I’ve been thinking about the 
saints of this congregation who have gone before us. One of those saints, Casey 
Cochran, was a friend and fellow Stephen Minister. Several years ago, at one of our 
Stephen Ministry meetings, Casey shared a devotional with us that she entitled “A 
bent nail.”
 
Casey stood in front of us with a wooden board and a handful of nails. Initially, she 
made several attempts to pound bent nails into the board, to no avail. Then she 
likened us to the bent nails. Her message was simple and profound: as fallen, sinful 
people, we are all bent nails, and, as she illustrated, not effective in completing 
the task at hand. She then took some straight nails, and with a few quick swings of 
the hammer, easily pounded those nails into the board. She went on to say if we 
“get straight” with God - if we allow the Gospel of Jesus to gently reshape us into 
who He intends us to be, then He can use us for His purposes. Casey taught us that 
in order to be effective Stephen Ministers, we first need to accept God’s forgive-
ness, grace, and salvation. Only then can the Spirit work within us to help us live 
out the Gospel, and to minister and teach the truth of the Gospel to those around us. 

Dear heavenly Father, we come before you as broken, sinful people, seek-
ing your blessings in our lives. We humbly ask you to pour your love and 
grace into us, so that we can become more like you. Amen.
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“Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a 

land that I will shew thee”
Genesis 12:1

Abram is often referred to as the “father of the faithful” because of his willingness 
to leave a known and comfortable place in order to follow God into the unknown. 
We all do the same in different ways if we really want to follow Jesus. All of us are 
called out of our “comfort zones” into places unknown. It really isn’t a matter of 
“if ” but of “when” and “where.” We can’t see the end results of our journey, but 
we do know this: as we look to the Lord, He will get us to where we need to be. 
And we may not be called to that place for our own comfort, but it could well be 
that we are called there so others may come to know the truth of the God who so 
loves the world.

Lord, I pray you will reveal the areas to which we are being called in our 
walk with you. Amen.
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 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 

world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who 
is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived 

among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful 
nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we 
were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love 

for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions
—it is by grace you have been saved.”

Ephesians 2:1-6

As our children enter adulthood, I often think of the stark contrast of their environ-
ment growing up compared with my own. I grew up in a home without boundaries, 
where alcoholism bred hostility and a sense of isolation. 1 never attended church 
with any member of my family. As the result, I had no role models, no foundation 
for living. In fact, this led to my belief as a young adult that God was either some-
one very distant or perhaps someone who didn’t exist at all.

When I asked Christ into my life, I had the opportunity to change that pattern 
and begin a new cycle. I quickly realized that this could not be done alone by us 
as parents, but it took our Christian community. Our children had the benefit of 
being part of three churches through their childhood— each was characterized 
with a strong commitment to youth and raising them up in Christ. Exposing them 
to loving, Godly role models and Christ-centered teaching helped them see what 
God is really like, a loving Father who wants the very best for them. Certainly they 
are not perfect; they have challenges in life, but they have the foundation of Jesus 
Christ and the foundation of a loving, nurturing church. 

Father, thank you that the generational pattern of despair can be broken 
and that there are devoted teachers and leaders committed to helping us 
raise our children to become men and women of God. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.
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“When they had crucified Him, 
they divided up his clothes by casting lots.”

Matthew 27:35

Max Lucado, in his great book, No Wonder They Call Him Savior, talks about the 
dice throwing at the foot of the cross. How amazing that in the midst of the most 
epical event in history, men are gambling for a few insignificant pieces of clothing.

“This roll is for the sandals.” We shake our heads and clutch our hearts at the 
thoughtlessness. But what of us? Do we play games at the foot of the cross?

Lucado writes of the religious, “We compete for members, we scramble for status. 
We deal out judgements and condemnations. Competition. Selfishness. Personal 
gain. It’s all there. We don’t like what the others did so we take the sandal we won 
and walk away in a huff.”

We may be close to the cross but far from the blood.

Silly opinions, theological trivia, pet peeves, bitterness, factionalism, suspicion 
of other’s motives. Battles over things not worth mentioning. I wonder how much 
time has been given to such things by God’s avowed people.

Let’s be found at the foot of the cross not shooting dice, but on our knees in great 
humility and gratitude that we’ve been allowed to be benefactors of this greatest 
of gifts - the shed blood of the Son of God.

Lord, help us to be found at the foot of the cross thanking you for all that 
you have done for us. Amen.
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“The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, 
‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead 
of me because He was before me.’”

John 1:29-30

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we would all join together to commit to a more John-
like life. What does that mean? In general, it means a consistent pointing away 
from ourselves to Christ. In this era of social media, that may be particularly chal-
lenging. Still, I think a question that we need to ask ourselves is this: “Are we more 
concerned with keeping the spotlight on ourselves or helping others meet Jesus?” 
Whatever the individual details of that might mean for you, I do hope that you will 
join me in seeking to live a life that better reflects the love and giving nature of our 
Triune God.

God, we pray for your mercy in these times. Amen. 
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“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain 
in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my 

love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in 
His love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 

that your joy maybe complete. My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this that 
he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do 

what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called 

you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit - fruit that will last. Then the 

Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
This is my command: Love each other.”

John 15:9-17

It was during a mission trip that the following story was shared. It calls us to a deep-
er awareness in Christ:
A rabbi asks his students, “How can we determine the hour of dawn, when the 
night ends and the day begins?” One of the students suggested, “When from a 
distance you can distinguish between a dog and a sheep?” “No,” said the rabbi. 
“Is it when one can distinguish between a fig tree and a grapevine?” asks a second 
student. “No,” said the rabbi. “Please tell us the answer, then,” said the students. 
“It is, when,” said the wise teacher, “you can look into the face of human beings 
and you have enough light in you to recognize them as your brothers and sisters. 
Up until then, it is night and the darkness is still within us.”

Let us pray for the light and remember - I am only one, but I am one. I 
can’t do everything but I can do something. Amen.
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“...so he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around him and kissed him.”

Luke 15:20

Have you ever thought of the story of the Prodigal Son as the gospel message? I 
never did until I wanted to teach my neighborhood boys about righteousness. We 
had covered what Jesus did for us by dying on the cross, but we hadn’t talked much 
about what this means going forward or who we are because of it. Before watching 
Bob Hopper’s March 19th message together, we read the Prodigal Son Parable first 
as he references it.

Bob’s sermon tells how God gives us a white robe and one of my boys says, “Just 
like in our story” and it then dawned on me that he was right! As soon as the Prod-
igal Son turns and starts home, the Father runs to greet him. The son intends to 
tell him 3 things: I have sinned against you, I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son, and make me a servant. The father, however, never lets him say the 3rd part. 
Instead, he celebrates his return and gives him 3 things: the best robe, a ring, and 
sandals, which all represent signs of position and acceptance.  

Isn’t that really the gospel? When we repent and come to the Father, He rejoices 
and runs to us. He doesn’t punish us, but instead gives us His acceptance (forgive-
ness of sins) and elevates us to the position of a child of God (bestows righteous-
ness)!   

Lord, thank you for what you have done for us and who we are because 
of you.  Thank you that we only have to recognize our sinfulness and turn 
towards you.  Thank you that when we do, you rejoice and accept us, 
redeem us, welcome us, and clothe us with your righteousness. Thank you 
for the faith to believe and for children who teach us so much! Amen.
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“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 

But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking nothing.”

James 1:2-4

Joy can co-exist with suffering. At first blush this seems impossible, but this is made 
evident at Christian funerals. We suffer the loss of a loved one while at the same 
time we have joy in knowing our loved-one is with Christ for eternal glory. 

Of course we don’t find joy in the cause of the trial itself; whether it be an illness, 
persecution, or any other kind of suffering. But we can find joy in knowing each trial 
is a perfecting work when we allow the Holy Spirit to have His way.

If we are in the midst of a trial, we must believe it is because we are not yet 
“perfect and complete.” In other words, we still don’t look like Christ. We find 
joy in knowing God loves us (Romans 8:39), but His goal for us is to be Christ-like 
(Rom. 8:29). Because He is sovereign (Isaiah 46:9, 10), He will lovingly allow 
whatever is necessary to finish His perfecting work in us.

Trials give us the opportunity to mature in ways that can only happen because of 
the trial. Every trial is in place to help us grow in our spiritual maturity so that we 
will look more like Christ after the trial than we looked before the trial. This is 
reason to have joy!

Dear Lord, you alone are the author and perfecter of my faith. Give me 
patience to allow your Spirit to make me complete, lacking nothing. I long 
to be your image bearer. I ask this all for your glory. Amen.
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“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the 

light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, 
and the darkness He called Night. 

And the evening and the morning were the first day.”
Genesis 1:3-5 3

God is with us in light and God is with us in darkness. He is constant. But like the 
sunrise and sunset, He is with us during the changes in lightness and darkness. Like 
the changes we go through in our lives. We have bright sunny days, months, even 
years. He is with us then. He is smiling down on our sunny times. We need to thank 
Him during these great times.
God is with us during semi-light times in our lives. There is the rosy mauve sky of 
dawn. He is with us during Dawns semi-lightness. These times are what some call 
normal, okay, neutral, or content times. We need to thank God for these hours, 
days, months and years of semi-lightness.
He is with us during dusk’s semi-darkness. There is the purple, gray, lavender 
of sunset. These times are difficult, maybe transitional times. Some of us call 
these gray hours, days, months or years. We need to thank God for these times of 
semi-darkness.
He is with us during times of darkness. During our dark hours, days, months and 
years. He walks with us when we can’t see our way. Dark time immobilizes us. We 
don’t know which way to turn. During our dark times we cry out to Him in desper-
ation. Through our dark time we are drawn nearest to God. We need to thank God 
for being with us during our dark times.
God may speak to us through prayer, hymns, people or events. We need to thank 
Him for his presence at all times.

Dear God, We thank you and praise you for being with us always during 
the hours, months, days and years of our earthly lives. We praise you and 
count on your constant presence during times of dawn, sunlight, dusk 
and darkness.  You are a loving God, walking with us, holding our hand, 
looking down on us lovingly and holding us up when we can’t see or walk.  
Father, we adore you, we lay our lives before you. Amen.
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“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:2

Here is thought provoking application of this scripture from C.S. Lewis book, Mere 
Christianity:

“One last point. Remember that, as I said, the right direction leads not only to 
peace but to knowledge. When a man is getting better he understands more and 
more clearly the evil that is still left in him. When a man is getting worse he under-
stands his own badness less and less. A moderately bad man knows he is not very 
good: a thoroughly bad man thinks he is all right. This is common sense, really. You 
understand sleep when you are awake, not while you are sleeping. You can see mis-
takes in arithmetic when your mind is working properly: while you are making them 
you cannot see them. You can understand the nature of drunkenness when you are 
sober, not when you are drunk. Good people know about both good and evil: bad 
people do not know about either.”

Lord, you are an awesome God worthy of our everything. Lord, open our 
eyes and heart to your ways, fill us with more of you, empty us of ourselves 
so that we may be your instruments available to do your work. Amen.
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“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 

that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and 
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you.”
Matthew 6:5-6

We all crave attention. Here the words of Jesus invite us to seek a deeper reward 
than the admiration and esteem of the people around us. In the poetic patterns of 
Matthew 6, Jesus signals careful listeners that something awaits them in secret. He 
tells us to give in secret (vs. 4), to pray in secret (vs. 6) and to fast in secret (vs. 
18), but why? It’s so our Father, who sees in secret, may reward us. God himself 
cannot be seen (1 Timothy 6:16), but He sees all, knows all, and is present every-
where. Jesus tells us that we will find Him waiting for us in secret. In the secret 
place of prayer, our craving for attention and love can be satisfied. In secret, we 
find the praise and esteem that comes from God alone. He beckons us to come 
today and meet with Him there, in the secret place.

Father, enliven my heart and my senses to perceive you, beckoning me to 
the secret place of your presence. Thank you for your many gifts, and for 
the community you have given me in those around me. But help me to not 
look to them for the things that only you can give. Help me to live, give 
and pray for your admiration and esteem alone. Amen.
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“Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go.” 
Genesis 28:15

How does God provide a “life verse” that carries you, inspires you to courage, 
comforts and meets you in your everyday adventure walk with Him?

Mine was simple. Thirty nine years ago, I had a threatening situation at work. I ran 
out of my office and into the streets of downtown Cleveland. Miraculously I found 
myself in a Christian bookstore, spending my lunch hour reading greeting cards. 
This Bible verse jumped out to me…it enveloped me.

“Behold, (lean and look to me/keep utterly focused on me/watch for me) I am 
with you and will keep you (guard, guide, protect and provide) wherever you go.”  

Wherever we go - play, work, ministry, mission, family, strangers. God is not only 
with us, but sends us out, sheltered by His Promises. Claim them daily!

“Oh victory in Jesus, my savior forever,
He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood.
He loved me ere I knew Him and all my love is due Him.
He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood.” 
- Eugene M. Bartlett

Lord, thank you for your presence, your promise to be with us and to 
keep us. Your saving grace provides victory thru the blood of Jesus and 
sends us out to bring glory to your name. May we be your faithful people. 
Amen.
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“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

In this hectic and confusing world, what does it look like to fulfill the charge Paul 
gave the Thessalonians and to us? It’s not uncommon for Christians to say: “I just 
don’t seem to get around to having quiet time with the Lord.” Many people feel 
guilty that they don’t pray very often, but in reality they are talking with God all the 
time. This is life-style prayer. Often our definition of prayer is too narrow. Regular, 
dedicated “quiet time” with the Lord is important because this is when we can 
really LISTEN to the Lord. However, let’s face it, it’s not always possible.

Rejoicing, praying, and giving thanks can happen anytime. When a mom prais-
es God spontaneously for the fact that her toddler made it through the grocery 
without a tantrum, this is prayer. When a business person asks God to help them 
manage a conflict, this is prayer. When a retired man takes a long walk in the park, 
noticing the beauty of God’s creation, this is prayer. God is everywhere and hears 
us from anywhere. What He wants is acknowledgment, touch points, and relation-
ship.

Paul was a busy guy and so were the people of Thessalonica. I am sure they talked 
with God throughout their days. I am also sure that they took time out once in a 
while – as often as they could – to sit and LISTEN. Satan is the one who wants us 
to avoid contact with God because we don’t have time to sit and talk with Him 
at length every day. Satan also loves it when we beat ourselves up for not praying 
the way we think we SHOULD. Just talk to God and listen for His response in all 
aspects of life. God will be glorified!

Lord, we give all the praise. Amen. 
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“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go to 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, 

that where I am you may be also.”
John 14:1-3

For the weeks leading up to the Crucifixion, Jesus has been increasingly reminding 
the disciples that He must leave them. They are sorrowful, disheartened and con-
fused. Their expectation was that He would be setting up His kingdom in Jerusa-
lem. They knew Him to be the Messiah. How could He leave?

By this scripture, the Lord tries to comfort and encourage them; they will not ever 
be alone! Some years back we lost a child in an auto accident. Following the first 
two traumatic days, this passage spoke to us so powerfully as it gave us certainty 
that our family was still intact. We could see that lost life as being fully lived and 
that, one day, we will be together in Him. We are not alone!

O Precious Savior, we see over and again just how much you love us. The 
comfort you gave the disciples is available every day for us. And we have 
the advantage of scripture that reveals the complete story. We want to live 
confidently and abundantly in that knowledge, for your Honor and Glory!
In Jesus name, Amen.
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“Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us 
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith…”  

Hebrews 12:1-2

The word perseverance means ‘patient continuance.’ Jesus is waiting – waiting for 
you, or me, to notice that He’s here, nearby, within reach. Not yelling to get our 
attention, not pacing the floor looking at His watch, but just waiting. Waiting for us 
as we hurry in and out, concerned about many things, distracted. Do you think we 
are not distracted? Try to sit still for 20 minutes without ‘doing’ anything.

Yet, Jesus in His word says, “let us run with endurance (the King James says pa-
tience), with our eyes fixed on Him.” We are busy doing all sorts of things with the 
ever present scream of ‘doing ministry.’ Yet in the midst of it all we need to fix our 
eyes on Him, to endure and persevere. Keep our eyes on Jesus.

In your prayer time, ask yourself, “Are my eyes on Him? Have I become 
a little distracted - can I see clearly where He is going and am I willing to 
follow Him even if it doesn’t fit my agenda?”
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“Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the 
words of my mouth! I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter 

dark sayings from of old, things that we have heard and known, 
that our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their 

children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of 
the LORD , and his might, and the wonders that He has done. He 

established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, that 
the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set 

their hope in God and not forget the works of God, 
but keep His commandments.”

Psalm 78:1-7

From the little red school house until this present day, Bay Presbyterian Church has 
faithfully served from generation to generation. We stand on the shoulders of the 
saints who went before us, and others will stand upon our legacy. May we never 
forget the great things God has done in our midst. God has done glorious things in 
and through BPC! May we tell generations to come of the marvelous things God 
has done, of His teachings, protection, grace, love and mercy.  May our hope for 
the next 100 years continue to be in Christ alone!

What are the stories and teachings you will tell the next generation?

Father God, thank you for your faithfulness through the generations. 
We are so thankful for those who have gone before us and those who will 
come after us! We trust by faith and hope in you we will continue to build 
on their legacy. Burn in our hearts and memories the stories of the great 
things you have done in our midst so we can be faithful to share them with 
the next generation. We praise your for your faithfulness from generation 
to generation! Amen.
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“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time, 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

Galatians 6:9

The Scriptures have many important lessons to teach us about harvests. One of 
these lessons is that there is always a waiting time between the planting of the seed 
and the gathering of the fruit or grain. This is true in spiritual matters as well. God 
often has to give us a waiting period for the full bloom of the Spirit’s fruit to be 
produced in our lives. The lesson of patience must be learned when sharing God’s 
love with others.

We can also learn from the harvest that a planted seed must first die before it can 
spring forth in new life. The way to personal spiritual fruitfulness is first death to 
self-centeredness (Matthew 10:30). Another truth is that a bountiful harvest is 
directly proportionate to the amount of sowing that has been done. “Whoever 
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously” (2 Corinthians 9:6). And finally, harvesting is a cooperative affair. We 
may spread the seeds of the gospel and cultivate and water the spiritual soil in an 
individual’s life, but ultimately it is God who gives the harvest (1 Corinthians 3:6, 9).

Have you been out in the field scattering good seed in preparation for God’s har-
vest? Is there a spiritual harvest in your own life? Are you contributing to a harvest 
time in the lives of others?

Dear Lord, help us to go with the news of your saving power and your 
eternal plan for all mankind. Amen.
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“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

Ask any rifleman or archer, and I bet 100% of them will agree: it is easier to hit a sta-
tionary target than one that is moving. Ask any financial advisor, and I bet 100% of 
them will agree: it is easier to hit a fixed monetary goal, than one that fluctuates. 
Ask any athlete, and I bet 100% of them will agree: it is easier to reach a stated 
performance milestone, than one that is nebulous.

Motivational speakers and Leadership coaches all preach the importance of casting 
a vision: for oneself or for an organization. We need to know where we are headed.  
And we need an image of what it will look like when we arrive.

Whatever we seek to achieve or to “be” in this life, is more attainable when we can 
fix our eyes on the prize! And so it is with becoming increasingly Christ-like through 
the process of Sanctification. It is not easy. The flesh is weak, and old habits die 
hard. But with Jesus, we know where we’re headed because He doesn’t change. In 
Him, our goal is fixed. Our desired destination is confirmed. He is our rock…our 
cornerstone. We can be encouraged and fortified in knowing this.

Ever present, never changing God it is my sincere desire to be molded 
more and more each day into the likeness of Jesus: to mirror His love of 
others, His compassion and mercy, His purity of spirit, His devotion to 
prayer, and His perfect righteousness. But I am broken and sinful, and 
woefully imperfect. Thank you that Jesus does not change, and that I my-
self can, in order to be the face of Jesus to others in a world that so desper-
ately needs to seek and see Him. Amen.
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“I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long 

and high and deep is the love of Christ...”
Ephesians 3:17-18

Who can fully grasp the dimensions of God’s great love for us? Yet the Scriptures 
teach that we are to have a growing awareness of Divine Love. Love is the very 
heart and essence of God, not only for the lovely, but for the vilest of sinners. 
Christ did not die merely to display God’s love - He died because God is love (1 
John 4:8). If the New Testament teaches us anything, it teaches us about God’s 
love in searching for lost men. Becoming a Christian in a very real sense is simply 
putting ourselves in the way of being found by God - to stop running from His 
loving pursuit.

As we mature in the Christian faith, we begin to realize that every situation that 
comes our way is an opportunity for God’s love to be made more evident in our 
lives. Once we realize this, our attitude changes dramatically toward suffering 
people as well as toward ourselves when we are called to suffer. Then, even during 
those times when our spiritual fervor declines and our devotion to God subsides, 
despite these shortcomings, God’s love remains unfailing - continually working for 
our eternal good.

Lord, how could we ever thank you enough for your unfailing love? May 
we walk in the light of your love. Amen.
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“And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’” 
Exodus 3:14

When God told Moses to go to the captive Hebrew people and tell them that He 
would deliver them from Pharaoh, Moses was frightened. He asked God who He 
was to tell the people had sent him. Most of us when we introduce ourselves say 
our name and our occupation; I am a nurse or I am an accountant or I am a com-
puter coder or I am a mother. God provides a more comprehensive description 
of who He is; I AM WHO I AM. In those few words God’s eternal and unchange-
able essence is visualized. The One and only God who exists now; the now that 
is at this moment and each and every moment. Present-tense has no past and no 
future component; present tense just is – always. Present tense is like a circle, no 
beginning and no ending. In that brief introduction God tells us that when all else 
changes to adapt to circumstances. He remains as He is. He is One Being (I) who 
is present and can be trusted to remain who He is. All else that exists fades, dimin-
ishes, crumbles, dies; I AM remains, unchanged. His changelessness tells us that 
we can trust Him. What He says today is part of His character and is too, the same. 
Unlike all other beings who are born, develop, and die, God is. Period. 

Almighty God who is the Great I AM, help us to understand who you are, 
to comprehend your ever-presence. Teach us through your Holy Spirit to 
know you and to trust you and to love you so that we can be your witness-
es to others. Amen.
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“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”
Colossians 4:22

I was fortunate to grow up in a home where there was prayer. Not only was I 
required to go to Wednesday night prayer meetings, sometimes people from the 
church would hold prayer meetings in my home. As a child, prayer got deep into 
my heart even though I always tried to hide so I wouldn’t have to pray. I did the 
same in church. Hide. It was one of the last things I wanted to do in public. Very 
rarely did I utter a word in those meetings, but prayed when no one was around. It 
was nothing that anybody did to me, it was just me. Years went by and at 32 years 
of age, I heard Jesus call me to prayer. Yes, I heard Him. Over the years, by God’s 
grace, I have seen many, many prayers answered, as well as healings and miracles. 
But I must admit, my greatest pleasure is when it is just me and Jesus. The fellow-
ship is like none other.

Spending time with Him is where we are taught many spiritual lessons and how He 
speaks to you and me. I talk with Him throughout the day no matter where I am, 
whether I pray out loud or to myself. Still, the best is when I find a spot and it is just 
Him and me. Often I say to Him, “I just gotta talk to you, Jesus. I just gotta talk to 
you.” Prayer is life and breath to me as it is to the church. In order for us to accom-
plish work for the kingdom, the church cannot be prayerless. To be prayerless is to 
be powerless and to be powerless is to be useless.

“The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men. The 
Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men. He does not anoint 
plans, but men, men of prayer.” (E.M.Bounds)

“Our ordinary views of prayer are not found in the New Testament. We look upon 
prayer as a means for getting something for ourselves; the Bible idea of prayer is 
that we may get to know God Himself.” (Oswald Chambers)

“Those who know God the best are the richest and most powerful in prayer. Little 
acquaintance with God, and strangeness and coldness to Him, make prayer a rare 
and a feeble thing.” (E.M.Bounds)

Talk to Jesus.

Dear Jesus, I pray we will all be drawn to a deeper degree in prayer with 
you, where we find strength for the day and bright hope for tomorrow. 
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“Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 

have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ 

has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not 
acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the anti-

christ, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in 
the world. You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who 

is in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak from 
the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are 
from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 

Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.”
1 John 4:1-6

We live in a world that is a melting pot of cultures, religions, and philosophies. The 
prevailing current of our culture demands that we embrace all the differing values 
as equally acceptable. After all, none of us can claim to have a corner on truth, can we?

How do we keep from being swept away by this torrent of diverse ideas? Is there 
a truth that is so solid that it stands in contrast to all the clamoring claims to truth 
about us?

Jesus is our Rock, our sure foundation. His life, death and resurrection stand as the 
dividing point for all of history, all truth. In loving Him, we are transformed into His 
image, able to love the world and its diversity but still able to stand in truth. (Luke 
6:46-49)

Lord Jesus, thank you for being the steadfast rock we can build upon so 
that we remain firmly in you, not swept away by the prevailing currents 
of public opinion, shifting cultural mores, and a world that denies your 
reality. Amen.
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“Now, may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be 
like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 
that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans 15:5-6

What seems so simple when I read my Bible in the comfort of my own home 
becomes much more difficult when I try to apply it as a weary traveler in unfamiliar 
territory. How do I seek to be united with others in one mind when my mind is 
not rested and in one mouth when only complaints roll off my tongue? I need His 
patience and comfort to withstand what wants to distract me and keep me from 
fulfilling His purposes. Patience allows me to focus on the common ground I have 
with the people that surround me: a love for Christ and an obedient heart to do His 
will. His comfort allows me to truly believe that I’m at home wherever I go.

Father, I pray that we will rest in your holiness, which equips us with all 
we need to be mighty examples of your love...grant me all that I need to 
serve you. Fill my mind and mouth with your Spirit so that I may unite 
with every person around me in glorifying you. In Jesus name, Amen.
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“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. All men will 

know that you are my disciples if you love one another.”
John 13:34-35

It’s easy to talk sentimentally about love. It’s much more difficult to apply it to 
needy people and situations. The Scriptures clearly teach, however, that the proof 
of God’s presence within our lives is our willingness to share His love with hu-
manity. The earthly badge of our heavenly citizenship is our love relationship with 
others.

A life of love is a deliberate choice on our part. We must choose this lifestyle 
against our natural bent for self-centeredness. Soon, with the Holy Spirit’s enable-
ment, our new life of love becomes a natural behavior. Then the emotional feelings 
of inner fulfillment follow. Responding to the needs of others will never be a duty; 
rather it should be a privilege of normal Christian living. Our love-in-action will 
bring joy to a brother or sister in Christ and even show nonbelievers that we are 
Christians, not only in name, but in deed as well.

Look around you today. Is there someone needing a helping hand? Will you be 
able to notice the needs of that person, or will you be too concerned with getting 
yourself ready for the day’s events?

Quietly praying with someone you know on their behalf is especially worthwhile. 
As you present your friend’s needs to God, you have to forget about your own 
needs for a time. Some of us have a difficult time revealing our inner thoughts and 
feelings; praying with someone, even your friends, allows you to state that you trust 
in God. Taking the time to learn about the problem and then praying gives personal 
assurance to your friend that you care about him or her. And you grow in your spirit, 
and in the Spirit, with each obedience to Jesus’ new commandment that you “Love 
one another.”

Jesus, so fill us with your love that others will be drawn to Thee. Amen.
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“Paul and Timothy, servants 
(doulos or slave in the original Greek) of Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 1:1

The Bible speaks of many different relationships between us and Jesus:
    Shepherd /Sheep
    Bridegroom / Bride
    Friend / Friend
    King / subjects
    Teacher / disciples
But Scripture’s prevailing description of the Christian’s relationship to Jesus in 
Scripture is the Master / slave (or Kurios / doulos in the Greek) relationship. This 
relationship speaks of complete submission and obedience to our Lord. 
 
This metaphor is critical to understanding our relationship to the Lord. If we’re 
going to talk about a personal relationship to Christ and to God, then our personal 
relationship is that we are slaves. To be a Christian is to be a slave. The foundation 
for knowing the abiding joy of the Lord is to recognize and submit to Jesus as our 
owner and Master, who has the right to command how and where we should live, 
how we should spend our time and money, and even how we should think. Our 
entire life must be focused on pleasing Him and doing His will as His slave.
 
But what a privilege and honor to be owned by a Master who loves us, Who adopts 
us into His family, Who looks out for our best interests, Who has promised to never  
leave us or forsake us, Who has promised to take us to His home in heaven. Praise 
God for choosing us to be His slaves.
 

Gracious God, give us the desire to submit to your will. Give us the 
passion to search out your will in your Book. We want to know, love and 
serve you better today than yesterday. In Jesus’ name, Amen.    
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“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do 
not notice the plank that is in your own eye? Or how can you say 

to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when 
there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 

plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
the speck out of your brother’s eye.”

Matthew 7:3-5
For a long time I thought this admonition was messed up. It seemed so obvious 
that when someone else does something wrong it’s okay to see that and maybe 
even point it out - so that they see the truth about what they did or said, so that 
they fix it! And then I will most certainly feel better - right?

This is very common thinking. I would even go so far as to say that dwelling on the 
wrongs of others is like a favorite vacation spot that I enjoy visiting and revisiting. 
It’s a beach house I rent, where I go back again and again and bask in its calming 
views and caressing breezes.

Yes, I said, “enjoy” visiting, because I’m quite sure I experience a kind of twisted 
benefit from my trips there. It’s where I get to pretend I am the innocent victim 
who never has to change. So maybe that’s my primary goal—to avoid the important 
changes that Christ so longs for me to make, changes that will begin to heal me in 
more ways than I can imagine.

Do you find yourself remembering, reciting, reviewing and ruminating about the er-
rors of others? Are you sort of “vacationing” there to avoid seeing yourself clearly? 
Do you hold others to a very high standard but let yourself off the hook with many 
excuses? Do you allow yourself to stay stuck, all the while hoping, or demanding, 
that others take dramatic steps forward?  

Sweet Jesus, I want to abandon my “beach house.” It’s built on sand and is 
easily swept away in storms. You’ve built me a new home, on the rock of 
your forgiveness and love. It’s the only home that will survive the storms 
of my life, and free me from the past I cannot change. Show me how to be 
your compassionate and forgiving child. Amen. 
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“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down 
in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 

He restores my soul. 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” 

Psalm 23:1-3

Few of us meditate (think and absorb) on Scripture as we read a passage even 
though Paul in Phil 4:8 encourages us to do so. The 23rd Psalm is a verbally rich 
picture of our relationship with Jesus, our Shepherd, and offers a feast for contem-
plation. As an example of meditation, the first 3 verses of this psalm are presented 
here.
The LORD is my shepherd. The one and only, no other, LORD, Adonai Yeshua, the 
Lord Jesus, the one who saves me, is here with me now, as a shepherd who pro-
vides for me and guides me and guards me, who knows me by name, who searches 
for me when I am lost. 
I shall not want because all I need is provided by Jesus, my Shepherd, who is the 
author and finisher of my faith; I shall not be abandoned because He has promised 
to never leave me.
He makes me to lie down in verdantly lush, rich, green pastures to replenish my 
body, mind, and spirit and to rest.
He leads me beside the still waters- the quiet, refreshingly cool water that quench-
es my thirst for what is good as He fills me with His holy spirit.
He restores my soul with cleansing forgiveness, provides rest when I am weary, and 
lightens my burden as His yoke for me is light.
He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake because the shep-
herd’s good name is preserved by the well-being of His sheep. As a sheep who 
cannot find its way back to its pasture, I hear my shepherd’s voice to bring me back 
to Him when I stray. 

Precious Shepherd, teach me to feast on your words that I may keep them 
in my heart and find rest. Amen. 
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“Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that 
no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of 
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order 

that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” 
I Corinthians 1:26-31

A number of years ago, Mac Davis famously sang: “Oh Lord it’s hard to be humble 
when you’re perfect in every way. I can’t wait to look in the mirror ‘cause I get bet-
ter looking each day.” We laugh at the exaggeration but perhaps also a little bit at 
the recognition of ourselves. The Apostle Paul probably did have a good deal about 
which he could boast. He was a master rhetorician and highly educated. He had an 
unprecedented level of influence in the early church and apparently he could sew a 
pretty good tent! But he had also come to understand something: none of our abil-
ities, no amount of wealth or power can gain us what we need the most – salvation. 
That has been accomplished for us while we were looking the other way. And so if 
we really want to talk about something important, we need to move the conversa-
tion away from ourselves towards a rather humble Galilean who it turns out is also 
the Lord of the universe. 

Jesus, let us not look at ourselves but to you, oh blessed Savior. Amen.
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“But thanks be to God who gives us victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

I Cor.15:57
In this world we are faced with many situations and circumstances. They can change 
at any given moment. We never know what is waiting for us around the bend of 
life’s river and where we are sailing to next.  
A long time ago, I remember saying, “If I had to box up all my troubles and trials 
in my life and put them in a boat, the boat would surely sink!” Well guess what? 
My boat hasn’t sunk yet. It is because of His mercy and grace I am riding in a boat 
with Jesus and He is the captain at the helm. He bears the weight of all things and 
dumps them over the side and into the river never to surface again. He calms all 
storms and says, “Peace be still.” His boat never sinks and He always knows where 
we are going and what direction to take. Hallelujah. There is only one boat for you 
and me that leads to victory. Its captain is Jesus. He waits on board calling softly 
and tenderly to get in His boat. So if you’re not in it, get in it, and if you are already 
in it, stay in it. He will carry you over to the victory side.

The Victory Side
Come on over to the victory side
Where holiness, happiness, peace abide.
Open your heart, He longs to reside.
Come on over to the victory side.
All your burdens He will gladly bear.
Give Him each worry trouble or care.
 Jesus, your hope, is waiting for you.
Give Him first place in all that you do.
Get in His boat and take a ride.
He will carry you over to the victory side.

Jesus, may we put our trust and faith in Thee and stay in your boat. You 
are the Way the Truth and the Life. You are joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. You are our hope, the anchor of our soul. You are the Victory. May 
we experience it today. Blessed be the name of the Lord. Amen.
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“My sheep hear my voice.”
John 10:27

This scripture brings me such joy and comfort. What other religion can say that 
their god speaks to them?

What a privilege that when we first became one of His children it was because the 
God of the universe let us hear His voice tenderly wooing us out of darkness into 
His marvelous light.

I’ve heard that there are some sheep that feel the only way you can hear the 
shepherd’s speaking is through the Word. Oh, I beg to differ. How many times I 
have heard Him speak to me through a sermon or a teaching at a Bible study. I can 
be having a cup of coffee with a friend and she will say something – I know it’s the 
Lord speaking a word of encouragement or even correction.

Prayer is another example. It’s a two way conversation. We’re not only to be talking 
to the Lord, but taking the time to be still and listen so we can hear from Him.

I’ve heard that two shepherds can have their flocks together. The minute one of 
the shepherds calls to his sheep, they come right to his side.

Listen for His voice. He’s speaking. It will be backed up by His word and His character.

What an intimate relationship He desires with His sheep.

Lord, thank You for being our most faithful, kind and loving Shepherd. 
Give us ears to hear. We’re listening. Amen.

51



July 31 || 49

“...for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. That 
I may boldly say, the Lord is my helper; I will not fear.”

Hebrews 13:5-6

When your faith seems to falter and fear and anxiety want to take over, look to 
Jesus, the author and finisher of your faith. Those words are true, and yet the nature 
of man has difficulty turning to Christ, let alone turning situations and circumstanc-
es over to Him. We need to remember God’s Word and the assurance that He and 
He alone gives.

There are many verses in God’s word that strengthens our assurance in Him such 
as Joshua 1:9: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever 
you go.”

And how about Matthew 28:20: “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” We need to read it, devour it and believe it. Do you believe it? We can be 
sure of Jesus for He is the word made flesh. Praise the Lord.

Of This I Can Be Sure
Of this I can be sure,
You are my God, my Savior, and my Friend.
You will walk with me until the end.
When evening falls and things grow dim,
When life’s dark clouds seek to cast shadows within,
 I will stand firm and fervently say,
You are my light, the truth, the way.
I’ll rejoice in your love that will always endure.
Jesus, of you, I can be sure.

Jesus, thank you for the comfort and the assurance you give us in your 
word. Amen.
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that 

so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.”

Hebrews 12:1

This scripture calls to mind the many thousands of members who have preceded us 
over the past century. As a Christian community, we have been blessed with Pastors 
who have been led by your Holy Spirit. We have dealt with birth, death and tragedy. 
We have worshipped you faithfully and celebrated your sacraments, all to our joy 
and enlightenment.

From the early days of the Sunday school, we have been about the business of rais-
ing our children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Consider the number 
of teachers, deacon, elders and members who have labored to spread God’s Word 
to the ends of the earth.

Take another step back and realize that our story is a mere speck on the trail of the 
Gospel journey of God’s divine plan. He has a plan for each of us and, as we “run 
the race,” know that we are supported by His love and the saints that have gone 
before us.

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you for surrounding us with your saints as we 
seek to faithfully build your Kingdom. We thank you for cloaking us with 
your Righteousness without which, the task would be hopeless. We ask 
for your guidance on keeping focused on your Plan that we would run the 
race that you have marked for each of us! All Praise and Glory to Your 
Holy Name! Amen.
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“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither 
the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only 
God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who 

waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages 
according to the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, working 

together; you are God’s field, God’s building.” 
I Corinthians 3:6-9

As we are working together for God’s kingdom, we know that only the Lord can 
make things grow. You and I can do many things in the church but they all come to 
nothing without the work of Jesus who is the Lord of Life. The good news is that 
Christ calls all of us to be at work even as He is working in each of us. It is for this 
reason that we need never despair nor give up. Be encouraged: on our best days 
and worst days, the Lord of life is doing remarkable things in our midst. 

Lord, we give you all the praise for the work you are doing in our midst. 
Amen.
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“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax-collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 
praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like other people: 

thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” But the tax-
collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, 

but was beating his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to his home justified 

rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.’’

Luke 18:10-14 

Jesus tells a story about a rather pathetic Pharisee. Folks like him seek to make 
themselves look better at the expense of others. Such people treat others as ob-
jects of comparison so that they may think or feel better about themselves. You’ve 
met these folks, perhaps you have even struggled not to be one of these folks! It’s 
amazing isn’t it, just how blinding self-righteousness can be?

When we fail to perceive ourselves correctly, rarely are we able to view others 
truthfully. This story is a remarkable example: the Pharisee can only see a member 
of a hated group (which truth be told, more often than not, had earned that strong 
dislike!), but the reality is quite different. For the reality is this: here is a notorious 
sinner who has come to repentance. Here is the miracle of a soul saved, a life 
changed, a sinner justified. In other words, here is our story! How’s your vision? 

Lord, forgive us of any self-righteousness. May we see others the way you 
see them. Amen.
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“...for He has not despised or scorned the suffering of the 
afflicted one; He has not hidden His face from him 

but has listened to his cry for help.”
Psalm 22:24

There is no such thing as going through life without suffering. It is part of being a 
Christian. Christ told us so, and it is how we handle it that can either make us col-
lapse at the first grip of pain and enter into a slow death of self-pity, or be brought 
into submission to His way.

Why shouldn’t we experience pain? Christ knows how we feel. Pain day-in and day-
out is trying.  All the well-meaning sympathy of others is just that.

Our continuing help is found in Christ and His suffering for us.  He surely knows our 
pain and grief and because of this, we thank Him.

Lord, we give you all the praise for you are always with us whether in the 
sunshine or the rain. Your word says you are our helper. Amen. 
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“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you 

should look not only to your own interests 
but also to the interest of others.”

Philippians 2:3-5

As Believers, we find ourselves swimming against the tide in an increasingly angry 
world. We are battered by demands for ‘rights” of others, as well as accusations 
that we are intolerant, judgmental and self-righteous. But I cry out, “No that is not 
true! That is not my heart!”

Then, in my quiet time, I examine my own behavior and ask “Is my heart reflected 
in my behavior?” Do I appear any different from those around me? Sadly, no. One 
of our favorite pastors over the last 50 years, reminded us that “Righteousness is a 
right relationship with God and our fellow man.” Philippians 2:3-5, at the start of 
the day, reminds me of the person I need to be if I am to glorify my Savior.

Oh Heavenly Father, you have made us your own from before we were 
formed. By your indwelling Holy Spirit, you are present with us each 
moment of the day. Please keep us aware of that presence when we are 
buffeted by worldly concerns that we may focus on your plan for us this 
day. Lord, let all that we do this day be to your Honor and Glory! In the 
Name above all Names, Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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“God has poured out His love into our hearts by the power of the 
Holy Spirit whom He has given us.”

Romans 5:5

LOVE: there is no more costly demonstration of God’s love for us than the death 
of HIS Son on the cross. But wait! God did not just demonstrate His love - He put 
that love in our hearts! 

I think God does not just want us to hold the reality of His love out in front of us to 
admire, or bring it close for inspection and study, or cling to when times are hard.
The love that God has poured into our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit IS for 
us - but it’s always FOR US, AND.... 

FOR US, AND for the widow in the nursing home who no one ever visits. For us, 
AND the guy who bags your groceries that most people look right through. For 
us, AND the parent of the child with special needs whose exhaustion is palpable. 
God’s love is for us AND - for us to share.

As Bob Goff shares in his book: Love Does - God desires us to live a life of 
ENGAGEMENT. 

“Love will always find a way of expressing itself,” says Bob. And the love God has 
put in our hearts - LEAKS. 

As I begin the summer - a time rich in opportunities - I am asking God to make me 
leak! Show me who, show me where, open my eyes to see others as you see them.

Maybe you want to join me in this powerful prayer:
Lord, lead my days. Show me who I can love with the love that you have 
put into my heart. Help me never miss an opportunity to LEAK YOUR 
LOVE! 
By your power and for your glory!
In Jesus name, Amen! 
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“And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are called according to His purpose.”

Romans 8:28

I woke up one morning a few years ago feeling very worn and torn. I had been wres-
tling in prayer. I had deep concerns on my heart so I began to review things that 
Jesus had taught me. Don’t look at the storm. Look away from yourself and look to 
Him. Pray for somebody else. So I began to pray. As I prayed, I began to sense the 
presence of Jesus knowing He lived deep within my heart and I belonged to Him. 
With tears in my eyes He inspired the following. 

Only For The Good
When life’s tempests ever blow
You are deep within my heart, I know.
When circumstance would bruise or break,
I cling to the promise you never leave or forsake.
Suddenly come sweet whispers in my ear
The things I always long to hear.
“This is only but a season,
The winds will soon cease to blow.
Grab tightly to my anchor and never ever let it go.
Take what you have learned within it,
These lessons are only for the good,
I am the one who makes and molds you,
Keep surrendering as you should.”
Then you whisper that you love me
Victory blooms again once more.
Jesus, you are my Savior,
The Truth, the Life that I adore.

Jesus, you never leave or forsake us. You are always with us. You never 
slumber or sleep. Praise your Holy Name. Amen.
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“May the God that gives endurance and encouragement give you 
a spirit of unity among yourselves.”

Romans 15:15

I come from a very large family. Unfortunately, my husband and I were never able to 
bear children. With the abundance of nieces and nephews, the family continues to 
grow. Each one of the children is such an important part of our family. We are not 
just an organization, we are one body.

What about our church family? How important are they? Do we love them enough 
to bear their burdens, enough to cry with them or laugh with them, enough to build 
them up, or enough to correct them? Do we?

We are members of the same body, the living body of Christ. Together we can learn 
what it means to love. Together we can better realize God’s love for us.

Lord, we pray there would be unity as we look to the days ahead. Amen.
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“He who believes in Jesus Christ has everlasting life.”   
John 6:47

I recently read a church yard sign saying, “God does not promise smooth sailing, 
but rather a safe landing.” Are the circumstances of your life hectic, chaotic, and/ 
or anything but smooth sailing? Are the debts high and the funds low? Is the job a 
pain or your home life just beyond your control? If you have claimed Jesus as your 
own personal Savior, you are guaranteed eternity in heaven. Think of it, eternity 
in heaven! This will not change today’s circumstances, but with this knowledge of 
your eternal destiny, you can. As it says in James 1:2, “Consider it pure joy when you 
face trials of many kinds.”

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus.
Look full in his wonderful face.
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace.” 
Helen H. Lemmel

Jesus, thank you for guaranteed eternity for those that love you. Amen.
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“ For verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, remove hence to yonder 

place, and it shall be removed,
 and nothing shall be impossible unto you.”

Matthew 17:20

If you have been waiting in the shadow of a mountain, waiting for God to give you 
some kind of special faith, make a change today. Step out and put the measure of 
faith you have been given to start moving the spiritual, physical, mental or financial 
obstacles Satan has brought against you.

Romans 12:3 says, “God has dealt to every man the measure of faith needed that 
He has given you and every other believer.” Believe Him!

Will your faith be tested from time to time and doubt God’s willingness to fulfill 
His promises? Of course it will, but God will not leave your side, He is always will-
ing to calm the storms of your life, to answer your doubts, and to restore your soul 
when we sincerely seek His presence.

Heavenly Father, I thank you that through faith in Jesus, You have shared 
your nature and your Spirit with me. I make the decision to walk in that 
faith with the situations that surround me, for I know it is impossible 
to please you without it. (Hebrews 11:6) “As I plant this faith and water 
it with your word (Romans 10:17) I expect it to grow and overcome the 
mountains in my life and in the lives of those for whom I intercede. Thank 
you, Father that as I do this, nothing shall be impossible to me. In Jesus 
Name, Amen.
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“ So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 

because you had become very dear to us.”
1 Thessalonians 2:8

Paul was a relational man. We see that in his writings to the churches. He loved 
others well. Here in 1 Thessalonians, we see a Greek word used for being affection-
ately desirous, “μμ” or homeiromenoi, used nowhere else in Scripture. Why does 
Paul feel so affectionately desirous for the Thessalonians? He knew them. He was a 
disciple who made disciples and this, by investing in them, not just in their faith but 
in their lives as well.

How are we at exemplifying Paul’s example? Do we long for the lost? Do we love 
recklessly? Are we willing to be shipwrecked, beaten, and bruised for the sake of 
sharing the Gospel?
 
As Bob Goff says, “Love Does.” Let’s press in. Press in to the hurt, pain and suffer-
ing that Jesus alone is able to heal.
 
With whom are you sharing life? The joys, hurts, pains, sufferings and accomplish-
ments of the Spirit in your life.
 
This world is broken. Jesus came to save and redeem what was lost and broken. He 
uses “jars of clay (us) to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not 
us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7) The Spirit inside us from Jesus was given freely and it is 
by grace we have been saved. However, this gift He gave us deserves to be shared 
with others. Let us be a people that pours into others as Jesus commands, willing 
to enter the hurt and brokenness of people’s lives, that “in everything He might 
have the supremacy.” (Colossians 1:18)
 
Heavenly Father, make us a relational people that runs hard after you and 
because of that spills into others. Grant us the boldness because the coal 
has touched our lips and we can’t help but share You. Make us a people 
that make disciples who make disciples. Amen.
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“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. 
And he gave him the name Jesus.”

Matthew 1:24-25

The Christmas story is perhaps the most familiar Biblical passage to many of us. It 
brims with characters who must act in faith against their better judgment. Joseph is 
one of the best examples. Imagine his consternation and heartbreak upon receiv-
ing word of Mary’s pregnancy. And yet following his dream, he submits to God 
and acts in faith. And in doing so, he takes upon himself an adopted son our Lord. 
Joseph accepts a stranger as his son. He becomes the guardian of a boy who looks 
nothing like him. From time to time, God calls all of us to step out in faith against 
our better judgment. Sometimes, like Joseph, He may even call us to reach out to 
a stranger, someone who is nothing like us. But always, Christ calls all of us to put 
aside our own plans in order to do His work. How are you doing with that aspect of 
being a disciple?

Lord, help us to be willing to put aside our plans and give to your work in 
a new way. May your way be done. Amen. 
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“I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine 
until the Kingdom of God comes.”

Luke 22:18

Did you know that Jesus got up from the dinner table before he finished his supper? 
It was not for lack of good table manners! 

In the recordings of the Last Supper in Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus says to his 
disciples after taking the cup: “I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the 
Kingdom of God comes.” 

Jesus is referring to the final Kingdom, the picture painted in Revelation, when all 
of life has been redeemed! We know that this Kingdom will NOT come in full until 
people from every tribe, tongue and nation have been gathered in (Rev 5: 9-10). 
What Jesus was saying to His disciples was basically this: “You eat this meal after I 
am gone, but I will wait. I will wait until the mission I have given you is complete!” 
And we see from the Gospel accounts that Jesus meant what He said! The Jewish 
Passover tradition held that four cups of wine would be consumed as the Passover 
celebration unfolded. Each cup has a special name and a special significance. The 
last cup is called the cup of RESTORATION. 

At the Last Supper, Jesus left the last cup unconsumed. Just as He said. He will 
drink that cup – the cup of RESTORATION - at the restoration of all things!

 
Wow! I want my Communion preparation to include a bold prayer – 
something like this: 
Jesus, thank you for the promise of the Kingdom to come. Restore in me 
a passion for YOUR mission – the unfinished mission that you left to your 
church!” Join me in this prayer! 
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“And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road.” 

Matthew 2:12

I’m intrigued by the final verse of the story of the “wise men.” We of course tend 
to focus on the dream which kept them from revealing Jesus’ location to the evil 
King Herod. Still, what might be even more important for us is that final phrase, 
“they left for their own country by another road.” This speaks to one of the funda-
mental truths of our faith: any encounter with Jesus means that we are pushed out 
and on to different roads. You really can’t meet Jesus and ever go back to business 
as usual. When we meet Jesus we never leave the same way we came. Praise the 
Lord.

Jesus, I pray for those that have really never met you. I ask that they would 
have a change of direction, a transformation in their lives. Amen. 
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding. Acknowledge Him in all ways 

and He will direct your paths.”
Proverbs 3:5-6

BUT how do I know which paths He is directing me to?

Years ago at a boy’s camp in Maine, the camp’s chaplain was talking to some junior 
counselors around a campfire one Sunday night, and told this story that answered 
my question. The first warm day in spring, a boy decided to climb the hill behind his 
town where there was always a breeze, and fly the year’s first kite. The clouds were 
very low and he tried to get his kite up into them. He climbed the highest rock but 
his kite still didn’t reach. An old man had climbed the hill from the other side and 
sat down to rest. He watched the boy and asked “What are you trying to do?” The 
boy said, “Get my kite into the clouds, sir, but I don’t have enough string.” The old 
man fished in his pockets, found a ball of twine and together they tied it to the kite 
string. The boy payed the string out and the kite disappeared! To have some fun 
with the boy, the old man asked “How do you know it’s still there? You can’t see 
it.” And the boy said, “Here, take the string. Pull it. Every way you pull it, it pulls 
back!” Then the chaplain said “Boys, that’s what God is like. You can’t see Him, 
but every way you pull, He pulls back.”

Dear Jesus, I know that you are always here.  Make me sensitive to your 
tugs on my kite string and help me follow them. Amen.
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“This is the day that the Lord has made, 
I will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Psalms 118:24 

THIS is the day. Not yesterday, which is past and over. Not tomorrow, which has 
not yet come and remains in the future. This day is “the present” because it is a gift 
from God. “Stay in today,” the Scripture is saying. Stay in the power and promise of 
God’s presence. In the name of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, today 
offers Victory, Hope and Peace.

I WILL rejoice 

This is an active process! A choice I choose to make: To keep my eyes on Jesus;  
To praise and rejoice in who He is and what His blood does for me; to look for 
Him – to expect Him – to find Him at work in His world as it surrounds me, and to 
join Him in what He is doing. I will choose joy over anger, joy over fear and joy over 
defeat.

And be GLAD in it.

When my eyes are on Jesus, when prayer, praise and thanksgiving are on my lips – 
when that happens, God will make me glad.  It will pour in and overflow as I sing 
His praises and seek His presence.  Go ahead and sing it! Sing it over and over – It’s 
a way of praying without ceasing.

Father God, thank you for each new day you create. Help me to stay in to-
day. To seek you and see you at work in the people and places you send me 
today. By your Holy Spirit, make known to me how you want to use me 
today.Help me to always choose joy. I look at whatever is going on in my 
day and find something to be joyful about and to praise you for it. Your joy 
is my strength. Lord give me joy, and as I choose your joy, it will give me 
gladness. You will give me a place of peace and gladness that I can never 
find nor create on my own. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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“They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary; 

they shall walk and not faint.” 
Isaiah 40:31

Waiting on God is involvement. It is not idleness. Waiting on God is the way to 
maximum efficiency and effectiveness. 

Waiting on God is not a pious practice; it’s a practical rule for life. To wait on God 
is to have perspective. To wait on God is to be primed, to move productively. As 
the prophet Isaiah states in the scripture, waiting on God is the way of renewed 
strength. Not to wait on God is the way of exhaustion. Waiting on God is to mount 
up with wings-and stay there. It is to run and not be weary. The man who will not 
wait wears out prematurely. To wait is to walk and not faint.

No time is wasted waiting on God. Instead, much time is saved. Take some time 
every day, preferably in the morning, to read the Bible and pray and listen. Give 
God a chance to speak to you, to direct you, to give you a lead on your day. Seek 
His guidance throughout the day. Engage in “expostulatory prayer” even if all you 
can say is “Help, God!” Ask God’s direction and expect it—you’ll not be disap-
pointed. Go with God!

When you can think of nothing to do, that’s the thing to do—nothing. Doing 
something, when one can’t think of anything to do, only compounds the problem. 
Such action is often generated by panic or hysteria. It’s the reflex of anxiety, and 
it usually aborts. Look at it this way: Under pressure, when you feel you must do 
something even though you can’t think of what to do, do nothing. That’s some-
thing! Doing nothing is a strategy—a conscious, positive, constructive strategy.

Leave a glass of muddy water alone and the dirt and debris settle to the bottom; 
water comes up crystal clear. This is a way of purifying water, and it’s a way of 
allowing a confused situation to clarify. It’s the way to approach a problem with a 
clear head instead of a muddled brain. Waiting is not a waste. On the contrary, it is 
a wise technique which generates intelligent action. Waiting brings facts into focus 
and helps one see them in perspective.

Lord, help us to wait on you and listen. Amen.
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“For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been 

reconciled, will we be saved by His life. But more than that, we 
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have now received reconciliation.”
Romans 5:10-11

I have come to understand Paul’s talk about boasting in a new light. It is a neces-
sary transference from trying to claim honor for ourselves to placing the spotlight 
where it really belongs: upon our humble Lord who embraces our shame in order 
to redeem us. We only bury ourselves deeper in our fears and anxieties when we 
seek to claim a false and exalted self. True freedom and release are found in em-
bracing Christ’s work. How can we not sing the praises of the one who destroys His 
enemies by turning them into brothers and sisters? Enabled by His loving grace, are 
we willing to follow Jesus in this path of reconciliation? That is a good question for 
me. How about you?

 

Lord, may we only boast in you and not in our selves. Amen.

70



August 19 || 30

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. John would have prevented Him, saying, ‘I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus 
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 

to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he consented.” 
Matthew 3:13-15

It must have been rather a surprise to John when cousin Jesus showed up that day. 
John certainly did not have him in mind when he was preaching a baptism of repen-
tance! But here He is, coming forward to repent and accept baptism.

But wait a minute, hasn’t the church always maintained that Jesus is like us in every 
way except sin? If that’s the case, what’s up with this and is it any wonder that John 
tries to “prevent” Him from being baptized? However, our Lord insists, and it 
seems to me, that what that reveals is this: Jesus completely identifies with sinners 
and is identifying with us in baptism, yet He knows all of us will need to repent 
and His baptism points to this very thing. We minimize (or maximize) our sin, we 
plea-bargain and blame others. We say things like, “Well, I may have done that, but 
at least I’m better than that guy!” And in all that failure to repent properly, we only 
show just how desperately we need grace and forgiveness. Praise God! The love of 
Christ leads us to such a repentance and renewal.

Lord help us to remember our life is bonded to you, the one who is willing 
to do anything to save us. Amen.
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“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in 

us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
John 17:20-21

When I was sixteen, I attended a week of Young Life camp having no idea what to 
expect. Almost immediately, before the speaker had issued an invitation to faith, 
I was ready to accept. Yes, I was having the time of my life, but what bowled me 
over were these kids—my age, serving my meals. Cleaning my cabin. Scrubbing 
my toilet. Without pay. (Why would anyone but my mom do that?) I was told they 
wanted me to meet Jesus.  

By day three I’d seen enough of Jesus and I asked to join the club. I wanted what my 
friends had. So three of them huddled around me on the beach by the volleyball 
courts where they prayed me into new life. Afterwards, learning that I didn’t have a 
church home, Young Life staffer and Bay Pres member, Tom Hammon, suggested I 
attend Bay Presbyterian. And so I did.

I couldn’t appreciate at 16 that it wasn’t only PJ, Lisa and Cheryl who prayed me 
into the Kingdom that June day. I was also encircled by believers from this church. 
Church members and Young Life committee members like the Donaldsons and the 
Wolfes who gave their time and resources so a girl like me could meet Jesus. 

In the way that Jesus prayed for his disciples and for those who would come to 
believe through them, these saints had a message for me- and one for my friend 
Sandy, and Heather, my son and daughter, some girls from Indian Hill, and the 
boys from Nelsonville and on and on. Those who would come to believe in Jesus 
through their message sent ahead to the next generation in a family tree of faith. 

May we continue to be one, Father, so that the world would believe. 
Amen.
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“You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 
but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the 

world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.”
I Peter 1:18-20 

One of the dominant images of the atonement is the idea that we have been 
released from bondage. Peter makes a daring statement concerning that. Christ 
has paid our ransom not with “perishable things like silver and gold” but with His 
very blood. Yet how often are we tempted to hang on to those “perishable things” 
at the cost of not helping the world come to know Jesus? Are there perishable 
things that you are tempted to grasp at the expense of greater things? Brothers and 
sisters, rejoice in the imperishable love of God that He has for you and me.

Dear Lord, I pray we will review and rejoice of your imperishable love. 
Amen.
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“When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child: but when I became a man, 

I put away childish things.”
I Corinthians 13:11

“And Jesus called a little child unto Him, and set Him in the midst 
of them, and said, ‘Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, 

and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of Heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this 

little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of Heaven. And 
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. 

But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in 
me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 

neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.’”
Matthew 18:2-6

“Then shall he answer them, saying, ‘Verily I say unto you, In as 
much as ye did it not to one of the least of these, 

ye did it not to me.’”
Matthew25:45

In the activities that dominate our daily attention, such as the troubles in the Mid-
East, or the price of gasoline, or even church budgets, children do not play any 
important role. Yet the Bible often cites the image of children in exemplifying how 
we should live our temporal and spiritual lives.

Paul advises that Christians are like children who must progress from a life of care-
free play to responsible work and providing; as we grow spiritually, we must accept 
more responsibility in God’s kingdom. But, whatever spiritual level we might have 
attained, Jesus expects us to accept Him and what He has for us as a little child 
would, full of trust and enthusiasm. The story is told of a brilliant professor at Princ-
eton Seminary who always left his graduation class with these words: “Gentlemen, 
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there is still much in this world and in the Bible that I do not understand, but of 
one thing I am certain ‘Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so’ — and 
gentlemen, that is sufficient!”

Without doubt the song that has been sung more by children than any other hymn. 
Written in 1860, it is still one of the first hymns taught to new converts in other.
Just as the little song, “Jesus Loves Me,” continues to touch the hearts of children 
long after its original source has been forgotten, the same is true of the acts of 
loving kindness and care shown by someone who touches another’s life for some 
brief moment. The stranger’s name may never be given, and even if some introduc-
tion was made, the caregiver may be remembered only as “that nice Christian.” 
But nevertheless, the comfort and warmth felt at that moment by the recipient will 
often stay with him for a lifetime and can even lead the recipient to want to do the 
same to others.

Jesus, help us to have and keep a childlike spirit. Amen.
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“It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; 
He will not fail you nor forsake you.

Do not fear or be dismayed”
Deuteronomy 31:8 

Praise the Lord! This verse was a gem I learned in a Bible Study and I have clung to 
it for years...it is in my car...in my heart!

As I look back on my life I have always known God loved me as I grew up in a 
faithful family. My mother’s father was a Presbyterian Minister, My mother was a 
church organist for 35 years in the Methodist Church, where I spent many years. 
We sang as a family, 4 part harmony, around the piano and our whole family sang in 
the choir...but life has a way of drawing us away.

College and a teaching career honed my independent streak. I worked hard or 
harder...it mostly worked. We married and built our home...doing much of the 
work ourselves.

My life was on schedule...my schedule...

Until I became a mother...God brought our baby into the world 6 weeks early. I 
was told he might die due to lung issues. He was baptized in the ambulance with 
my husband in attendance and transferred to Metro’s Intensive Care Nursery. He 
was given 80% oxygen, and we were told that he might be blind...to this day he 
does not even wear glasses! Back in my hospital bed after an emergency C-section 
and transfusion, I could only pray. I learned that I could not do it all myself. Count-
less others prayed and God did, indeed, go before us all.

My life since then has been a prayer journey. I found a loving church, Bay Presbyte-
rian, which I became a member of over 40 years ago.

I came to a memorial service of a teacher friend whose husband had died and I was 
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drawn to the hopeful message of God’s love and plans for us to share eternity. I 
have since found my second home at BPC...working with children, singing in Prom-
ise, teaching Sunday school, serving on Session as an Elder, working in Children’s 
Ministry and singing in the current Chancel Choir. It was in Promise I found my 
prayer group which is 20 years strong. God led me to BPC as He did all of us.

He helped me have a second child as well as teach many other children. Later He 
led me through the challenging path of caring for my dear parents and finally giving 
them back to the Lord, knowing I would see them again. I could not have done this 
without the Lord.

My prayer for our church is that we will see the Lord each day and give Him great 
thanksgiving and know that He does, indeed, go before us.

Years ago I found this prayer I would like to share:

Let nothing disturb thee,
Let nothing dismay thee.
All things pass...
God never changes.
Patience attains
All that it strives for.
He/She who has God
Finds they lack nothing.
God alone suffices.
Amen.
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“Therefore we do not lose heart. 
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So 

we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen, since what 
is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

We are celebrating 100 years of God’s faithfulness to His people on the corner of 
Lake and Columbia – that’s a long time….but as I sat at my desk one day, I realized 
that I had something sitting in front of me that was probably even much older than 
our church!  

Several years back while on vacation with my brother and his wife—we were hiking 
through a forest which was known for its abundance of petrified wood. My brother 
found a fine specimen of such wood and gave it to me…I came home and put it 
on my desk completely forgetting it was petrified wood and it sat there on my desk 
for several years. Then on one particular day – while struggling in prayer over some 
difficult circumstances in my life, my eyes landed on this “rock” collecting much 
dust on my desk. I picked it up and really looked at it and said to myself, “What 
is this thing anyway?” I then remembered that it was from the Petrified Forest in 
Montana and as I was setting it back down to continue in prayer my thoughts were 
interrupted by this question – “What the heck is petrified wood anyway?” So after 
looking it up, (on Google of course) – I learned the following:

The word “petrified” comes from the Greek word Petro meaning stone-- and 
“petrified wood” literally means, “wood turning to stone.” It forms when fallen 
trees get washed down a river and buried under layers of mud, ash from volcanoes 
or other materials. As the wood is sealed beneath this muck, the wood is deprived 
of the oxygen needed to rot and decay the wood. Eventually the wood’s organic 
tissues slowly break down and the resulting voids in the tree are filled with minerals 
such as silica – and these minerals harden turning the wood to rock. In other words, 
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over millions of years, these minerals crystallize within the wood’s cellular struc-
ture and the wood is no longer wood at this point but takes on the characteristic of 
the minerals that fills its pores. It still looks outwardly like wood, but inwardly its 
constitution has become solid rock!

As I held this piece of petrified wood in my hand that day – I sensed God saying 
–“This rock only exists because of the muck that locked it in place so that it could 
become what it is today. Will you trust me when I ‘bury you’ under hardship and 
various challenges that you are right where I desire you to be! But with you I have 
something far more significant than various minerals to pour through you—I am 
pouring myself through you so that over time, your inner self is being transformed 
as well – and you too take on more of the characteristic of the ROCK. So don’t be 
resentful of where you are and the muck you find yourself in—trust my work even 
here!”

I spent some time meditating on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, holding my “petrified 
wood” in my hand, and thankful for God’s faithful work in and through ALL 
THINGS!

Lord, I give you all the praise. May we all be thankful for the wondrous 
things you have accomplished! Amen. 
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“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”

Psalm 23:4

Some time back, I had the privilege of sitting in a seminar led by Mike Breen. Mike 
is absolutely passionate about helping Christians BE CHURCH instead of just 
ATTENDING CHURCH. He does this by challenging believers to look at how well 
they are allowing the Good Shepherd to lead their lives.

Psalm 23:4 talks about the Shepherd steering his sheep with a “rod AND staff.” 
These two objects actually bring comfort to the sheep as the Shepherd needs both 
to get the sheep to the good life they are meant to be living on the other side of 
the valley. The staff is used to pull the sheep back towards the Shepherd. Sheep 
can get stuck in the thicket or head off the path and head over a cliff. But the Good 
Shepherd is ever watchful, protective, caring, nurturing, loving and restoring. Our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, said, “COME to me when you are 
weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest.” (Matt 11:28)  We love passages like 
this where Jesus gives us a great invitation to draw close. 

Yet to only draw close to the Shepherd would make for a limited journey. Even-
tually that sheep also needs to be prodded to move forward and so the Good 
Shepherd gets out his ROD…nudging us to the place that we are meant to move 
towards. That same great Shepherd of the Sheep, the Lord Jesus, told His sheep to 
“GO into the world and make disciples” (Matthew 28)…and He will use the rod 
to prod us forward out of our complacency and move us forward in the purposeful 
mission we are to be living as His sheep. But many times we are stuck in one place 
or the other. Yet we can only be comforted in our lives as we respond both to 
the staff (High invitation to draw close) AND the rod—(high challenge to move 
forward towards others in His mission). If we are more prone to do one but not the 
other we may live a discouraged or stressed-out life as a believer. Which quadrant 
below do you live in?
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Lord use your “rod AND your staff” as you shepherd me this week. 
Amen.

EMPOWERED LIFEDISCOURAGED LIFE

COMFORTABLE
BUT MISSING
SOMETHING LIFE

BORED LIFE

HIGH “GO” (ROD)

LOW “GO” (ROD)

LO
W

 “C
O

M
E”

 (S
TA

FF
) H

IG
H

 “CO
M

E” STA
FF



82

August 26 || 23

“‘...for they shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest 
of them,’ declares the Lord, ‘for I will forgive their iniquity, and 

their sin I will remember no more.’”
Jeremiah 31:34

The word remember occurs nearly 150 times in your Bible, and is an oft-repeated 
mandate from God to His people. In the Ten Commandments, we are to remem-
ber the Sabbath day and keep it holy (Exodus 20:8). Jesus said to celebrate His 
Supper in remembrance of Me (Luke 22:19). The Lord knows that His people 
suffer from a kind of spiritual amnesia and we easily lose our sense of recall.

When I was a young boy, I enjoyed ice-skating and hockey. One day I was knocked 
off my feet, landed on my head, and suffered a concussion (that would explain a 
few things today). I was not able to remember my name or where I lived. Thankful-
ly, after a night in the hospital, my memory returned and I was released.  

Sometimes Christians suffer a traumatic event (debilitating illness, sudden unem-
ployment, death of a loved one, etc.) and we lose our memory. We forget that 
God is faithful and has promised to work all things together for our ultimate good 
and His ultimate glory ((Romans 8:28). Sometimes congregations suffer a traumat-
ic event that produces a similar memory loss.

God is the only One who has a perfect memory, and He cannot be traumatized so 
that His memory is compromised. There is, of course, one exception. God, in His 
mercy and grace through the gospel of His Son, has a self-inflicted memory loss. 
It is a glorious memory loss that we as His children can celebrate. The above-men-
tioned passage in Jeremiah writes of this faithful forgetfulness.
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It is a good thing for Bay to remember and celebrate 100 years of God’s 
faithfulness to this wonderful congregation. It is an even a better thing 
to remember that through the work of Jesus Christ, God remembers to 
forget our sins because they have been removed by His Son on the cross!  
Our hope is not in our history (as awesome as that is), but our hope is in 
His story – the bloody cross, the empty tomb, and the occupied throne. 
Happy birthday to BPC, and all glory be given to God!  Amen.
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not unto your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, 

and He will make your path straight.”
Proverb 3:5-6

Once upon a time, a man was driving through an unfamiliar town when he came 
upon the Devil’s garage sale. On display were strange and peculiar items that the 
Old Serpent had used against mankind. While the traveler perused, he noticed 
that the price tags seemed in line with the perceived value of each object. One 
item, which had been placed on a wood table, was cloaked from view by a black 
blanket. Its price was exorbitantly high. Curious, the man approached the Devil 
and asked about the hidden object. The Devil replied, “Oh, I am reluctant to sell 
this precious thing, for it is most useful for my purposes.” The man winced and said, 
“So what is it, and why is it so costly. I would like to know, for I feel compelled to 
consider it for purchase.” Snickering, the Devil replied, “It is a very special tool I 
have used for thousands of years. It is most effective. Once fully taken, it immo-
bilizes the enemy to think of the temporal and not the eternal. Once believed, it 
confuses and confines.” With those words, the trickster pulled the dark covering 
away, revealing the object. In tall, bronze lettering was written “Discouragement!”

The believer’s daily walk of faith is littered with obstacles and stumbling blocks 
which the Tempter places along the way. Doubt, distress, and despair are often 
byproducts of Satan’s tool – to discourage the saints, causing them to become 
ineffective for Kingdom ministry.

Author Warren Wiersbe once stated that, “The remedy for discouragement is the 
Word of God. When you feed your heart and mind with its truth, you regain your 
perspective and find renewed strength.” Evangelist Billy Graham adds further ad-
monishment: “The Christian life is not a constant high. I have my moments of deep 
discouragement. I have to go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and say, 
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‘O God, forgive me,’ or ‘Help me.’”Circumstances can draw us to discouragement 
when we wonder why this and why that. It is then that faith is tested and fortified 
when discouragement nears the threshold.

One of the most difficult verses to follow in Scripture is Proverb 3:5-6. When 
discouraged and confused, Christians are instructed from above: “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and lean not unto your own understanding; in all your ways sub-
mit to Him, and He will make your path straight.” In other words, trust and obey!

Though effective and prolific, the Devil’s tools cannot overcome the power of 
Christ and the strength of the indwelling Holy Spirit. It is not a question of if trials 
come, but when. And when trials and troubles arrive, believers would be wise to 
follow the heart of the Prophet Nahum. “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of 
trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him” And so it is that discouragement is 
overcome by faith: For All I Trust Him.

Lord, help us put our complete trust in you. Amen.
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.”

Ephesians 2:8-10

One of the most special - and unique characteristics of our church’s culture to 
emerge during our first hundred years has been the extent to which the people 
of the church have been empowered and resourced for the work of ministry. The 
words below were found on an earlier version of the BPC website…

“Unlike many large churches, BPC is rarely concerned with preserving its past or 
avoiding change. Instead it has thrived year after year by teaching, equipping and 
inspiring highly qualified and visionary individuals among its staff and membership—
people who have seen Christ at work first-hand within the church’s walls and who 
have responded in faith by initiating their own ministries both inside and outside 
BPC, often with the active support of the church itself. This is truly an empowered 
congregation.”

During the thirty years that my wife and I have been part of Bay Pres, we’ve wit-
nessed as God has used the people of the church and the resources of the church 
to birth an innovative healthcare ministry to the working poor, launch a model for 
sharing the Gospel with kids from urban families with no experience of church, 
transform an abandoned church campus to serve as a beacon of hope to the 
people of Cleveland’s near West Side, and to create an organization to extend the 
influence of BPC’s innovative ministries to families of children with disabilities to 
churches and families in every corner of the Earth.
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God often uses our life experiences and circumstances to prepare us for highly 
specific ministry assignments. Are you experiencing a nudge from the Holy Spirit to 
pursue some form of personal ministry?  

* Is there a ministry need that God uniquely positioned you to address on the 
basis of your upbringing, education, geography, vocation, relationships, life 
experiences, passions, natural abilities and spiritual gifts?
* Do you sense a “persistent pull” to a specific Kingdom work? 
* Does it fit with your giftedness?
* Are doors opening to support the work?
* Is it validated by other mature believers?
* Does your spouse affirm it?

If your answer to the questions listed above is “Yes,” you may be ready to assume 
your place in the spiritual legacy God has prepared for the second century of BPC’s 
ministry. Reach out to a pastor, staff member or elder to explore how the church 
might help you take your next step.

Heavenly Father, How wonderful is it that you not only sought to recon-
cile me to yourself through sending your Son, Jesus, to atone for my sins, 
but that you extend to me the privilege of participating with you in the 
reestablishment of Christ’s Kingdom here on Earth! Help me to discern 
your call to reflect your love to those around me through the works for 
which you created me. Amen.
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“That day when evening came, He said to His disciple, ‘Let us go 
over to the other side.’ Leaving the crowd behind, they took Him 

along, just as He was, in the boat. There were also other boats 
with Him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the 
boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleep-
ing on a cushion. The disciples woke Him and said to Him, ‘Teach-
er, don’t you care if we drown?’ He got up, rebuked the wind and 
said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be Still!’ Then the wind died down and 

it was completely calm. He said to His disciples, 
‘Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’ 

They were terrified and asked each other, ‘Who is this? 
Even the wind and the waves obey Him.’”

Mark 4:35-41

In these passages I see a boat in trouble, a boat in a terrible storm. It is a storm 
so treacherous that the waves are coming up over it filling it with water. Can you 
imagine how fast and furious the disciples must have worked to try to keep the boat 
from sinking and at the same time from turning over? They must have been running 
about in panic! They decided to run to Jesus and they cried out to Him and said, 
“Teacher don’t you care if we drown?”

The sea represents the power of chaos, forces of evil and destruction. It represents 
trouble, perhaps a life out of control. How often do we find ourselves in what 
appears to be a sinking boat, running to and fro trying to fix things that aren’t in our 
power, or trying to bail ourselves out? We become frustrated and out of control 
because we momentarily forget Who is in the boat with us.

The storms of this life often spring up rapidly. What begins calm and simple can 
turn into devastation. It becomes quite natural at that point to want to talk with 
Jesus. In the middle of distress it is easy to say “Jesus, Jesus. Do you really care?” 
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We tend to lose focus and forget who Jesus really is. Praise the Lord, for in spite 
of our lack of faith, we know where to turn in times of trouble. In spite of our lack 
of faith, Jesus gets up and does something. He stands and says (as the King James 
Version tells us) “Peace. Be Still.” Jesus doesn’t always silence every storm in our 
life, but if we look to Him and not ourselves, He will give us peace in the midst of 
the storm. Only when salvation is complete will the storms be no more.

Remember, stay in the boat. You may be taking a little water over the bow, but your 
boat isn’t sinking. Jesus is there. He is our Savior. What a mighty God we serve! 
Even the wind and the waves obey Him. Hallelujah!

Jesus, Thank you that we can turn to you and you will speak peace to our 
hearts. You are wonderful. Amen. 
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 “For God is the King of all the earth; 
Sing praises with a skillful psalm.”

Psalm 47:7

Why do we sing? Because sometimes speaking is just not enough.

God is worthy of more that our everyday voice. Honoring God moves beyond. 
Some of you remember in real time and we all have seen the video of screaming, 
grasping Beatles fans, aching for just one glimpse of their idols. They understood 
worship –albeit misplaced adoration. Could we show the same unbridled praise for 
our King? 

“Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness; Come 
before Him with joyful singing.” Psalm 47:6

Why does God desire our songs so much? Well, I don’t know. I do know that music 
takes effort and intention. When we sing and play instruments, we are making a 
conscious decision to create something beautiful to offer Him. Worship engages 
the whole mind, body, and spirit. 

The command to sing to the Lord requires obedience, but not as a master to a 
servant…this obedience results in communication, heaven meeting earth, healing, 
love, and a pathway to joy. Psalms 63:7: “For you have been my help, and in the 
shadow of your wings I will sing for joy.”

When we sing out in vulnerability, with hearts open, we invite change and deeper 
understanding. We also make war. A singing heart is at war with the work of the 
enemy. Ephesians 5: 15-20 says, “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as un-
wise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get 
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drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speak-
ing to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make 
music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for every-
thing, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is hard to sin when singing psalms.  
A heart that is “making melody to the Savior” will not give into temptation.

I do believe there are infinite reasons why we should sing out to Jesus. Glorifying 
our worthy and precious Jesus, honoring God the Father, inviting the work of the 
Spirit, and warring against the enemy just scratch the surface. It will be our eternal 
joy to worship Him face to face, so let’s start practicing now!

Jesus, May we sing with joyful hearts giving God all the Glory. Amen.
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“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be 

able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you 

the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate 

of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And 

take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.”

Ephesians 6:10

One of the wonderful things about being a Christian is Jesus empowers us with 
the necessary equipment to get us through each day. He teaches us to put on the 
whole armor of God. He gives us hope, peace, joy, endurance, and victory in all of 
our battles.

We are all soldiers on the battlefield and in fact, the same battlefield. It is just that 
we are not all in the same condition. Some are diligently pressing on, fighting that 
good fight of faith while others are laying wounded struggling to get back up. You 
will find others that have become so afraid and discouraged that they have quit the 
battle and are retreating. Maybe worst of all, you will find soldiers lost, aimlessly 
roaming about the field not sure what side of the battle they are on. Mercy! Well 
one thing I know for sure is that no matter who you are or where you are on the 
battlefield, Jesus paid the same price for each and every one of us that day He shed 
His blood on the cross that we all might be saved from sin. Praise His name.
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As Christians we are all called to love and encourage the sinner as well as the saint 
and help them press on to victory. We are all brothers and sisters. Real love has 
no qualifications or criteria. It sees and has no rank. Now, the enemy refuses to 
admit he has been beaten so we are still faced with daily conflicts and struggles, 
but there is really only one battle and it has been going on for centuries. The good 
news is the decisive victory has already been won! It is merely a matter of being 
associated with that victory and that is Jesus Christ the Lord. Hallelujah. So, if you 
have been wounded or have fallen, or you are not sure where you are, fix your eyes 
on the victory. Take up your sword and shield and stand. Begin to march onward 
and upward for the Lord goes before you. Remember the victory is the Lord’s and 
you will win the war. Praise the Lord. 

Jesus, the lover of our soul. May we be well equipped as we march on to 
victory. Amen.       
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“He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
John 3:30

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and not lean unto your own understanding. 

In all ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.”
Prov. 3:5-6 

Many years ago Jesus began to teach me the importance of being willing to be-
come nothing in my own eyes so that He could be everything in my life. He then 
could use me in the work of His kingdom. Praise the Lord.

I remember one of the first lessons. Our family just moved to Rhode Island where 
my husband was in school for the Navy. We began to attend a little Baptist church 
where they were getting ready for Bible School. Knowing I had an art background, 
they asked me to volunteer. I had previously helped with art projects in other 
churches, painted murals, and even help set up a Bible school art program in one 
of them. I was excited and all ready to go believing Jesus had given me the talent 
and I would be using it for His work.

The first day of Bible school came and guess what? I was only asked to help pass 
out the scissors and the glue. That was it. That was going to be my job. Oh mercy! 
That wasn’t quite what I had in mind. Praise God, however, for He was giving me 
another lesson in dying to self so that His work would be accomplished and not 
mine. When I got home I went to prayer, and by His grace, submitted to what He 
wanted me to do. I was to be happy in any situation I was given. Praise the Lord, 
for I became happy. The final art project was to come on the last couple of days of 
Bible school. It was making a plaster plaque and the teacher in charge had found 
a kitchen prayer to go on it. Well the day came for the plaques to begin. Before I 
went that morning, I was on my knees in prayer. A Bible verse kept going through 
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my head like a ticker tape. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart” over and over 
again. I didn’t even know the whole verse at that time but knew Jesus was talking to 
me. When I arrived at church, the assistant teacher from my class told me that the 
teacher in charge of the plaque went into labor that morning. Of course she would 
not be there. The assistant teacher was all concerned because she didn’t have the 
prayer to go on the plaque and I didn’t know it either. In desperation, she turned to 
me and asked if I had any ideas. Well, I told her what had happened in prayer that 
morning. Trust in the Lord with all your heart. She thought that sounded good. 

I asked her to check with the other teachers to be sure that would be ok. She said 
she would.

It was break time and so I went to my Bible and opened it up. The page went 
right to Proverbs 3:5-6! I was surprised. I knew this was the right verse, but still 
had to wait on the other teacher for permission. Break was over and I met her on 
the stairs. I asked her about the verse and tears started to stream down her face. 
She said yes it was perfect because when she went to speak to other teachers 
she opened up the manual and the verse of the day was Proverbs 3:5-6. “Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart and lean not to your own understanding. In all ways 
acknowledge him and He shall direct your path.” Hallelujah! What a blessing it was 
and we rejoiced over it.

I will never forget that day and what Jesus taught me. If we are going to walk with 
God we must listen to what He wants for us and trust Him no matter what we think 
our qualifications may be. We need to become nothing so He can be everything 
and then His work will be accomplished. You don’t want to miss the blessings Jesus 
has prepared for you but remember, you just might have to pass out the scissors 
and the glue. Are you willing?

Jesus, help us to trust you and to submit to your will so that your kingdom 
work will be done your way and not ours. Amen. 
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“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:21 

Tithing and giving is more than just a practice. It is part of your relationship with 
God. It is part of your walk with Him.

It all boils down to the condition of your heart. In fact, the main principle behind 
tithing and giving is the fact that what we do with our money shows where our heart 
is. When we sacrificially give, it shows that our heart isn’t tied to our money. It 
shows we love God more than our money. 

The Bible mentions money over 800 times and in all of Jesus’ parables, more than 
half of them talked about money.

So how does one just ignore this? It’s as if one turns his eyes away from God and 
looks the other way, all along clinging to his finances. The self-nature in man always 
tries to find a way around the very things he should do whether it’s reading the Bi-
ble, spending time in prayer, or sacrificial giving. Often he gets involved in a church 
activity to falsely rationalize that he is giving back to the Lord that way. Time and 
money are not the same. I have heard people say that the Lord understands and He 
does. The truth is, He understands your heart and the priority money has within it.

Some will say they can’t afford to tithe, but really they can’t afford not to. There 
are so many places in God’s word that He promises to take care of us and the joys 
and the blessings in giving go on and on. We need to give in joyful response to 
God’s goodness.

I came from a family that tithed and gave over and beyond. My father use to always 
say that you can’t out give God.
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I remember years ago my husband was away for the Navy. We didn’t have much and 
I was down to less than $.76 in my pocket. I was not due to receive any money for 
a week or two. The next morning when the offering plate was passed in church, I 
heard a voice say, “Just put it all in. You can’t out-give God.” Though it sounded 
like my dad’s voice I knew it was the Holy Spirit. So I did. Well, praise the Lord! For 
when I collected my mail the next day, I received a check from the Navy for over 
$200.00. Back in the 70’s that was a good little bit of money. I knew Jesus did it 
and I can’t praise Him enough. 

My story is unique to me but many have greater stories to share about the Lord’s 
blessings in giving. 

Stewardship is a relationship with God that both receives and gives making all 
things possible. Think about it.

Jesus, I pray you will speak to hearts about tithing and giving so we will be 
a part of making all things possible. I pray hearts will be softened and come 
to a deeper and fuller understanding of the meaning that we cannot out 
give God. In Jesus. Amen.
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“For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen 
is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 

But if we hope for what we do not yet have, 
we wait for it patiently. 

To live in hope means not merely to live life based 
on circumstances, but in relationship to something else 

- something not seen.”
Romans 8:24-25 

Here is one of the problems man has with hope. It is the difference between the 
true hope of what God would bring to pass and all the false hopes upon which we 
are tempted to settle for. God makes all things new but what man wants are all 
new things. It’s called “change the externals without changing ourselves.”

We reason like this: if I could only change my circumstances, if I could only have 
a new car, a new job, a new boss, a new husband, a new wife, a new secret potion 
to lose weight, then I would be alright. If I could get everyone else to act the way 
they’re supposed to, I would be just fine! All I need is a new set of circumstanc-
es-something to do the work for me. This is all false hope.

Change must first occur in the heart before we can change the externals. Some-
times transformation can be exceedingly slow. I think it has to do with bringing to 
pass a far bigger plan then we could ever imagine. Remember, we are the ones that 
like to take short cuts. I like the scripture: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End.” And you know what? When the truth of this finally sinks 
into us the nature of our waiting itself can be transformed.

Since Jesus holds the beginning and the end of our history, much can happen even 
in a situation that appears hopeless. Yogi Berra said, ‘It ain’t over till it’s over!” You 
know God only knows when the last out in the bottom of the ninth will occur. 
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Remember Good Friday looked like the end to everyone until Easter Sunday came. 
Therefore we can never give up, we can never lose hope.
T. S. Elliott said, “What we call the beginning is often the end. To make an end is 
to make a beginning.” The end is where we start from.

Your beginning means you are willing to come to an end of your old ways. Start 
by asking Jesus to be your Lord in every area of your life. Put your hope in Christ’s 
transforming power and He will take care of your situations and circumstances. He 
is your true hope and anchor of your soul. Praise the Lord.

Jesus, help us all to be willing to come to the end of all false hopes. You are 
the only true hope, for you never fail. Amen.
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“ For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I 

will listen to you. You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart.”

Jeremiah 29:11-12

Being a planner, I love to make lists, to plan, and to check accomplishments off! 
But in a world that is constantly changing, accelerating, and becoming more and 
more unpredictable, is there any point in making plans? Yes, if God and I make the 
plan together!
 
Well, when it came to reaching my goal to become a teacher, not much was get-
ting checked off the list. I had gone to school for ten years to obtain my bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in education, filled out countless applications, interviewed 
at scores of schools, prayed, and waited. Had I misunderstood God’s will for my 
career or gotten ahead of His perfect plan? I didn’t believe so.
 
After substitute teaching for five years, God blessed me with a perfect teaching 
position – second grade at Westside Christian Academy! I loved my new job, expe-
rienced God’s peace in being there, and felt like “my school” was a little slice of 
heaven on earth. I was contributing to His Kingdom, and my faith was growing. This 
job has been such a gift to me.
 
Looking back, I believe He refined me during the waiting process, teaching me to 
trust Him and to lean on Him. He also taught me some lessons – that waiting time 
is not wasting time, that the job God had in mind for me wasn’t ready yet, or that I 
wasn’t fully prepared for the job, or both.
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Today I continue to make plans, but now I talk to our unchanging God before I 
move forward with plans. I want the events of my day to be by His eternal design, 
with Him as my foundation, and with Him receiving the glory. In other words, I 
choose to follow our unchanging God in this ever-changing world.

Father God, I want my plans to reflect that you are my Savior, the Lord 
of my life, and my firm foundation. Help me to turn my days over to you, 
and to live for your glory.  Amen.
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“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 

man availeth much. Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we 
are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained 

not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 
And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain,

and the earth brought forth her fruit.”
James 5:16-18

I am not known for lyrical prayers, profound prayers, touching prayers or even 
effective prayers. Although I joyfully look at the opportunity as an honor, I must 
overcome a feeling of inadequacy every time I am asked to pray in public. Praying 
in private may be even tougher for me, kneeling alone trying to pour out personal 
thoughts and feelings to God, the Father Almighty.

My parents were very good people who would go out of their way to help others. 
They were loving and responsible parents who praised me, encouraged me to be 
successful and instilled in me a desire to always do right. But there was very little 
religion in my family. My mother often said that she believed in God, but my father 
was rather silent on the whole issue. I began attending the nearby Presbyterian 
Church by myself when I was in fourth grade, but I do not think there was an under-
standing of a personal relationship with Jesus there; at least, I never heard it. My 
wife, on the other hand, had been raised in a church that came out of the holiness 
movement of the 1800’s. Her family centered their lives on God, and people in her 
church often stood up during services to testify or pray in a way that was almost like 
family talking around the dinner table.

I was skeptical at first, but over the years, I have seen too many answers to prayer – 
people in need helped, people healed, distressed people given peace. I no longer 
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doubt the power of prayer and I want to have that natural communication with my 
God. Though I may never achieve the results of Elijah, I will continue to work

through my inadequacy at praying so I can tell Him that He is my Master and that I 
love Him. 

Precious Lord,I praise you for being both just and gracious. Thank you for 
overlooking my inadequate words, and my undeservedness, and allowing 
me to lay my concerns and hopes before you. Thank you for those times 
you say, “Yes,” and thank you for those times you say, “Not now.” Help us 
as a church to move forward in your will for your glory. Amen.
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“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 
and constant in prayer.”

Romans 12:12 

As self-sufficient Americans we often find ourselves rejoicing over our achieve-
ments, our status, and temporal pleasures. Instead of being patient during trials, 
our self-sufficiency kicks in yet again, and we speedily scramble around trying to 
“fix it” to ease the discomfort in every way possible! And occasionally, like when 
something either REALLY good happens or when something REALLY bad happens 
that we know is out of our control we turn to God in prayer.  

Romans 12:12 is one of my favorite scriptures because it challenges us to live, not 
according to what comes natural to us, but what is super-natural and it starts with 
the reminder that we are to find our joy in hope. What is that hope? Our hope as 
believers is the Lord Jesus Christ, who came and lived a perfect life, who died a 
horrific death to pay for our sins, who was buried and rose again, and who reigns 
forever! It’s because of Christ we are made new and promised eternal life with 
God Himself! That is what we ought to be rejoicing in! 

When we live our lives rejoicing in HOPE we are able to see trials from an aerial 
perspective. We are empowered to be patient in tribulation knowing that God, 
who did not spare His son for us, will carry us through whatever we face in our lives.  
We don’t chase our comfort or our dreams anymore! We chase after Him and He 
does not disappoint! He is our Refuge and our Shield!

When we realize our self-sufficiency costs us more than we ever would have 
imagined, prayer changes from an occasional thanks or a wish list we send up to 
God, into time spent with Him. We become aware that He is always with us and He 
promises to draw near to those who call upon Him in truth. (Psalm 145:18) We look 
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forward to spending time with Him, pouring out our hearts to our Heavenly Father.  
When decisions need to be made, we pray. When we are awed by nature, 

we pray. When we grieve the loss of a loved one, we pray. When we are doing our 
daily tasks, we pray. As we commune with the Lord in prayer our hearts find joy in 
the gospel once again!

Jesus, we give you all the praise. We rejoice in you for your faithfulness 
and the hope that only you can give. I pray we will stay close to your side. 
Amen.
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“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers 
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 

and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, 
with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breast-
plate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all 
this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 

With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying 
for all the Lord’s people.”

Ephesians 6:10-18

Satan is fighting from a position of defeat, but he is still fighting. Unarmed and ap-
athetic Christ followers find themselves bruised and twisted from a battle in which 
they may not realize they are immersed. This spiritual combat, in addition to the 
war of the flesh and the contrary world, make up an unholy trinity.

SATAN: (John 10:10) Although defeated, the enemy hunts to prevent humanity 
from coming to salvation and to separate believers from intimacy with God before 
his impending judgment.

FLESH: (Galatians 5:17) I did it MY way, on MY terms, with MY strength.

WORLD: (Romans 12:2) Culture, pace, beliefs defying God’s truth and love.
Arm yourselves! Put on the full armor.
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Walk in the authority God gave you! Consciously put on the ammunition and pro-
tection that conquers! Pray in the Spirit for discernment and clarity! You are more 
than a conqueror; you are in the army of the Lord, and HE HAS WON!!!

Jesus, I pray we will stand firm fighting the good fight of faith being clad in 
your full armor. Amen.
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“Unless the Lord builds the house, 
they labor in vain who build it; 
unless the Lord guards the city, 

the watchman stays awake in vain.” 
 Psalm 127:1-2  

When I read this verse I think about our church. Is Jesus building this house? What 
am I watching? What’s in this house? 

So are we building His house on man and his ideas, or a little on man and a little on 
Christ or is Christ the real foundation on what we are building? He wants to work 
through you and me in building His house. So what about you and me?

We have Bible studies, we have classes, retreats, prayer groups, and other special 
programs and those are good. But the truth is, you can attend all of that and more 
and never be transformed or ever have a real relationship with Jesus. A life not lived 
for Christ is one lived in vain. 

Lives have to be changed in order for the Lord to build. There must be surrender 
and repentance. Transformation is not done from without but is done from within 
through the work of the Holy Spirit. One cannot tip toe around this.

We need to live a surrendered life of self-denial and obedience. After we have 
surrendered we have to keep on surrendering. We must give Him our all. You can’t 
give Him a little and keep a little. It would be like selling your house but keeping 
the front porch. Without surrender and repentance we become like loose stones in 
the foundation of the house. Who wants to enter a house built on loose stones that 
is unsafe and cannot be trusted? Who wants to listen to you about Jesus if you live 
like loose stones in a foundation? We are keeping those that don’t know Jesus out 
if we can’t be trusted.  
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Jesus Christ is the sure foundation on which everything in our lives is to be built for 
nothing else can truly hold us or secure us. Only that which is built on Him brings 
us real happiness and joy and we will only know that joy in our lives to the degree 
that we allow Jesus to be that foundation. Praise the Lord for He gives us joy un-
speakable. Remember none of life’s storms and floods can over take us or its winds 
blow hard enough to shake us if our house is built on that sure foundation and that 
is Jesus Christ our Lord.

Jesus, I ask that you would knock on the doors of the hearts not 
surrendered and you would change and transform their lives. Remove the 
loose stones and make their foundation sure. For your glory. Amen.
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“Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are good, 
your whole body also is full of light. But when they are bad, 

your body also is full of darkness. See to it, then, that the light 
within you is not darkness.”

Luke 11:34-35

The Gospel reports many stories of Christ restoring sight. But these words of His 
are key because they stress the importance of “good vision.” As someone who has 
needed glasses for twenty years, I can tell you exactly what poor vision is like. It’s 
blurry – very, very blurry. Without corrective lenses my view of the world would be 
horribly and dangerously distorted. I learned around the age of nine that I can’t 
trust my own eyes. What looks good, safe and harmless might very well be a plung-
ing drop off a cliff into Lake Erie. What looks scary, hideous, and like a monster, 
might just be my bathrobe hanging on the back of the door.

One option we have is to go through life “uncorrected.” We can choose to live 
with blurry vision, getting increasingly used to believing popular notions, lies, and 
nonsense the same way we might start to believe that buildings, faces, and the 
other cars in traffic all have very hazy and fuzzy edges. Common sense tells us 
that can be a very dangerous choice, for us and for others. The other option is to 
confess our myopia and pray for healing. Recognize that we are inclined to see only 
what we want to see, how far that is from what God sees, and the truth about and 
far reaching effects of all our mistakes. Scripture is the vision correction of God, 
that which reveals the truth and rights all the wrongs. Not reading and studying it 
is like driving with your glasses in the glove box. Deciding you’ve read and studied 
enough is like never getting your prescription checked. Puh-lease.
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Jesus, You are the light of this world and my world. Heal my eyes, my 
vision, until I am seeing with such clarity that I can’t believe what I’ve 
been missing. Mend this myopic child. Bind me to your Living Word, to 
study, devotion, and knowledge of You. Restore the sight of your bride, 
the Church. Help us see our path more easily and clearly. Enable us to lead 
others safely in the right direction, and improve our certainty, confidence, 
and trust in You. For without you we are all blind beggars, ignorant of the 
precipice toward which we idly wander. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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“And He that sat upon the throne said, 
‘Behold, I make all things new!’ And he said unto me, 

‘Write, for these words are true and faithful.’”
Revelation 21:5

The book of revelation is full of beasts and dragons, angels and plagues. Yet when 
you boil it down, the message is a very simple one. It is a message of newness, of 
God’s faithfulness, of promise of the future salvation that God will bring. It is one 
of hope. The Bible teaches us that we are what we hope in, and the object of our 
hope determines the kind of people we will be. Our potential for spiritual growth, 
as well as victory, is in direct relationship with our vision of the future.

A long time ago a teacher was assigned to visit children in a large city hospital to 
help keep them current with what their classmates were doing. She was called to 
visit a particular child to help him with the study of nouns and adverbs. It wasn’t 
until she arrived at the boy’s room that she realized she was in the burn unit. No 
one had prepared her to find a young boy horribly burned and in great pain. She 
was terribly embarrassed, thinking how foolish it was to trouble the child with 
homework. She thought she couldn’t just turn and walk out, so she awkwardly 
stammered, “I’m the hospital teacher and your class teacher sent me to help you 
with your nouns and adverbs. “A few days later a nurse on the burn unit asked the 
teacher, “What did you do to that boy?” She began to apologize, but before she 
could say much, the nurse interrupted her. “You don’t understand. We have all 
been very worried about him, but ever since you were here, his whole attitude has 
changed. He is fighting back. He is responding to treatment. It is as though he has 
decided to live.” 

The boy later explained that he had completely given up hope until he saw that 
teacher. Then the realization came to him. With joyful tears the boy said, “They 
wouldn’t send a teacher to work on nouns and adverbs with a dying boy, would 
they?”
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Truly, this boy’s hope was determined by his vision of the future. The future of 
promised transformation. You see, that is what true hope is, to live one’s life in 
relationship to something which is yet to come. Like the boy that had given up, we 
need assurance of a hopeful future. Jesus is that teacher who has come to rescue 
you and teach you the nouns and adverbs of His will for you. If you will be faithful 
to focus on Christ, doing His will instead of yours, that work which he has started in 
you will be complete. He has come to give us the hope and the vision. If your hope 
and your vision have been waning, ask Him to restore it. He wants to do it. Remem-
ber, He is in the business of making all things new, a promise of transformation. 

Jesus, thank you for your restoration power. Strengthen us with hope and 
give us a clear vision for your kingdom. Amen.         
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“This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day and night, 

that you may observe and do 
according to all that is written in it; 

for then you shall make your way prosperous, 
and then you shall deal wisely and have good success. 

Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong, vigorous and very courageous; 

be not afraid, neither be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:8-9

These were among the final words God spoke to Joshua and the Israelites as they 
were about to leave their old life (slavery and wilderness) behind forever and enter 
into the Promised Land of milk and honey, the land that God had told them about 
and led them to. Many of the Israelites had failed to grasp God’s promise and plan 
for them because of their rebellion, complaining and unbelief. But some chose 
to believe God’s word to them and obey it - and forward they went to fight and 
conquer giants and possess the land.

The Bible is loaded with amazing statements about His words. If we would take 
them to heart and “chew” on them as a cow chews her cud (the biblical meaning 
of “meditate”) then amazing things will happen in our lives. Our thoughts become 
His thoughts. Our ways become His ways. We know His voice and His will. We ma-
ture into the full stature of Jesus Christ and attain oneness in faith with Him [Ephe-
sians 4:13]. We confront our Goliaths [1 Samuel 17:26] with God’s word and insist 
that His will be done in our situation “as it is in heaven” [Matthew 11:12]. When our 
minds are full of His word all the time, there is no room for fear, doubt, 
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condemnation, depression, guilt  and God is free to act! Philippians 4:6-8 is a 
good place to start:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which tran-
scends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praise-
worthy—think about such things.”

My Father, thank you for your Word and your Word made flesh. I want 
to be in the center of your perfect will. Help me build the discipline of 
meditating on your Word day and night into my life. Thank you, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.
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“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die.”

John 11:25

Alan Reighard’s story: I have recently felt compelled to share with all of you a story 
that happened almost 16 years ago. Perhaps that sounds like a long time ago to 
some of you, but it is as fresh in my mind today as it was back then.

In December of 1995, I was struck with a disease called diverticulitis which is an 
infection in the colon that can spread into the abdominal cavity. Sometimes it can 
be treated with antibiotics but, in my case, this was not successful and surgery was 
required. Surgery was performed in March of 1996 at St. John’s Hospital because 
it was convenient to our home and it was recommended by our doctor. After awak-
ening in recovery, I became aware that things were not going as planned. My blood 
pressure was low and not recovering to normal which was an indication that I could 
be bleeding internally. Subsequently, I was moved to the intensive care unit.

Carole was told to go home that night and that I would be watched carefully. They 
would let her know if there was any change. Well, as the night progressed, the sur-
geon was recalled to the hospital because the situation became urgent. He could 
not make a definitive determination on internal bleeding because the lab was not 
properly staffed at night. So he took a nap on an available bed until the morning 
shift arrived. Carole was called early that morning to let her know that I was being 
taken back into surgery to try and stop the internal bleeding. I saw her as I was 
being wheeled down the hall. 

When I was returned to intensive care, the St. John’s staff doctors began trying des-
perately to save my life. I was put on a respirator because my lungs were filling with 
water and a dialysis machine because my kidneys were failing; all for a lack of blood 
flow. Carole was told that if my liver failed, I could not be saved. My immediate 
family was notified of the situation. 

Sometime during this frantic situation, a strange and wonderful thing happened 
to me. I assure you that it was not a vision, it was real. The event was as real as it 
is that I am sitting here typing this story. Just as real as getting up this morning! I 
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found myself sitting cross-legged above my body trying to tell the doctors to “give 
it up.” “Everything is going to be OK. Let it go.” But they couldn’t hear me. No 
matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t communicate with them because I couldn’t get 
their attention. Next, a person came alongside of me and helped me to my feet 
and walked alongside of me on a path that led between two gentle hills. Straight 
ahead was a very bright light that we were walking toward. The path was like warm 
soft damp sand that was gentle to the feet. I felt euphoric with a sense of great joy 
when he turned to me and said, “It is not time yet, you must go back.” I pleaded 
with him not to send me back to a broken body in a broken world. But he insisted, 
“There is more for you to do, you must go back.” He was clad in a robe with a hood 
and there was no face inside the hood, but he communicated clearly and succinctly 
the exact words I have written. He then was taken away. He didn’t just disappear, 
but was taken away. At that point I noticed that there was only one set of foot 
prints in the sand. Sometime later, I realized that I was back inside a seriously 
broken body. 

I was in intensive care for almost 4 weeks, and in the hospital an additional three 
weeks, before I could come home. It took the Cleveland Clinic an additional 19 
months and three more surgeries to put me back together again. During my stay at 
St. John’s, after I left intensive care, I was visited by an experienced and prominent 
physician that assisted on my case. He greeted me with the expression, “How’s the 
miracle man?” When I asked what he meant, he explained to me that I was there 
because of a singular act of God and that it was not anything that the doctors did, 
because they all fully expected me to die. Perhaps that is why I had so many visits 
from the staff during my stay. They wanted to see if I was really alive. 

I write this story so each of you would know that God is very real, and He cares for 
each of his children –   yes, even a sinner like me. Also, heaven is a real place that 
no mere mortal really can understand until they arrive. I know it for a fact because I 
almost made it there but was sent back for more to do. I have and will continue to 
search for reasons that I was sent back and I know that it was done in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

Jesus, may we continue in our work for your kingdom until you say “it is 
time to come home. Well done my good and faithful servant.” Amen.
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Read James 4:1-10 

The cure for our discontent is simple: Get Over Yourself. I spent the better part of 
21 years in school—in all that time I can honestly say, the most meaningful lessons I 
learned about life never occurred in a classroom, courtroom or even a church. The 
deepest truths I’ve ever gleaned about life occurred in the early morning hours I 
spent praying, or simply sitting with my guitar in my basement playing and singing to 
the walls, hoping God was listening.

I’ve been singing to the walls since I was a kid. I’ve written a lot of songs, and per-
formed in bars, shops and auditoriums through the years, but my favorite gig is the 
solo act I perform almost daily/nightly in the basement for an audience of one.

Like many musicians, I believe God gifts some of us with spiritual ears that allow 
us to hear a few musical truths that float about His creation. Occasionally He even 
allows us to capture a note or a melody, then a phrase or two or even an entire lyric 
and in rare cases an entire song emerges as we’re able to pull those bits and pieces 
together and write them down.  

As fate would have it, one evening as I was strolling around the fretboard I stum-
bled upon this humble little blues shuffle. It packs a whole lot of truth in a neat 
little package that keeps me grounded when my ego gets the best of me. I haven’t 
recorded it yet, and I may never. But this being the anniversary of BPC and all, I 
thought I’d share the lyric in hopes that the truth it revealed to me may also seep 
into some dry soul that desperately needs to hear it.   

Get Over Yourself
Words & Music by John Everson© 2004 Eversong Entertainment Inc.
(V1) It ain’t about you, it ain’t about me. It ain’t about your job or your car, or your 
wife, or your family. It ain’t about your money, it ain’t about your fame. It’s all about 
the power of the blood and the Glory of His name. 
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(Chorus) So get over yourself, get over yourself, get off-a-your high heels honey, put 
the mirror on the shelf. Get over your religion, ‘cuz that’s a dead man’s game. Grab 
on to the power and, the Glory of His name.

(V2) It ain’t about your momma, it ain’t about your dad. It ain’t about that childhood, 
you claim you never had. It ain’t about your sufferin’, it ain’t about your pain, no, it’s 
all about the power of the blood,and the Glory of His name

(Bridge)‘Cuz He is, and He was, He’s gonna be here for all time,
So give in, give up, let go a your lyin’ cheatin’ mind…

(V3) So get over your cryin’, get over your shame. You gotta stop denyin’, ‘cuz you’re 
the one to blame. Roll over Beethoven, ‘cuz it’s a brand new game, when you grab 
onto the power and the glory of His name,

(V4) So get outta the saddle, let go-a-the reigns. We’re ridin’ in a battle, for the 
human race. Come outta the shadows, into the light of day, when you grab on to the 
power and the Glory of His name. Grab on to the power and the Glory of His name, 
Grab on to the power and the Glory of His name.  

It is my fervent prayer that some day, some how, some way, we all finally just get 
over ourselves, and all that foolish nonsense we cling to in this crazy world and re-
alize we’re here to do His will and bring Him the Glory He deserves…it’s the only 
reason we’re still here. (Mic drop) 

Lord, I pray we will get over our selves, that which hinders us from doing 
your will. We give you the praise for you are the power and Glory forever. 
Amen. 
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“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them 
on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where 
he himself was about to go. And he said to them, “The harvest 

is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go 
your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of 
wolves. Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet 

no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be 
to this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest 

upon him. But if not, it will return to you. And remain in the same 
house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer de-
serves his wages. Do not go from house to house. Whenever you 

enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. Heal 
the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near 

to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive 
you, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that 

clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this 
that the kingdom of God has come near.’ I tell you, it will be more 

bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.”
Luke 10: 1-12

When God sends us out, He provides specific strategy as to what we should do.  
He may send us to our family, our neighbors, the city, our workplace, our schools, 
or to the ends of the earth. Wherever we go He is with us and gives a consistent 
approach to reach people for His name’s sake. God sent people from the western 
end of Bay Village to help start BPC, and He is still sending us today! Our world 
changes for the better when all of us see ourselves as God’s sent people.

God’s instruction to the People:

Commission was to a committed group of followers which denotes importance of 
covering.

Go two by two. Partnering with at least one other is essential.
120
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Pray!

He is sending you (us) into the harvest. He needs laborers!

Go the way He has sent you.

We are like lambs among wolves. Be alert! Be gentle. Be peaceable.

Take nothing with you, just your dependence on Him.

When you arrive at the place He sends you, extend His peace. If it returns, stay, if 
not, move on.

Look for the people of peace who are already there. They will be receptive to you 
(not necessarily already believers). They have a reputation in the place you have 
gone to - for good or bad. They will refer you to others and teach you the ways of 
the place God has sent you.

Receive whatever is offered you.

Heal in the Name of Jesus.

Proclaim Jesus.

Bless them. 

Warn them of the consequences of not receiving Him.

God’s part:
The commission/call to be sent comes from Him. Always remember He is the One 
sending, so you go with His blessing and covering. He is the one who has given us 
the opportunity to be His co-laborers, so remember He is always with us.

Lord, Help us to listen carefully for your instructions as you send us to 
help with your harvest. Amen.
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“This, then, is how you should pray:
“Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,

Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.”

Matthew 6:9-13

I have a dear friend who believes her children should decide for themselves about 
faith in general, and Jesus in particular. They don’t attend church for that reason.

I agree. Kids need to make their own faith decisions. But I’ve always thought that 
expecting them to do so outside of the church is like expecting a child to become 
fluent in French without living in a French-speaking home or learning the rudiments 
of the language. How’s that going to happen?

So I was especially touched when a family of seven piled into the row in front of us 
on Maundy Thursday. (You know who you are.) The mom and dad flanked the chil-
dren on either end. Two of them were clearly biological sons. Older and infinitely 
patient, they passed their younger, adopted siblings back and forth across the row 
from one parent’s lap to the other. One of the littles had a cold. Repeatedly, he 
honked into a wad of paper towels that looked to be as soft and absorbent as wax 
paper. Occasionally the mom and dad locked eyes, shook their heads and smiled. 
It was the best Maundy Thursday service ever.
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There was a lot of movement in that row and unpredictability. Did the precious 
littles leave with a deeper understanding of Maundy Thursday? Doubt that. But I do 
believe they learned something important - like - there are times we leave dinner in 
hurry to get to church at night, on a day that’s not Sunday. We sing slow, sad songs 
and pray to a cross that is covered in black. All of us. Together. 

We parents keep taking our own little circus to church teaching them the words of 
faith, recognizing that Jesus had to teach even his own dearest—his disciples, how 
to pray. We know that one day our children will encounter the muck and mystery 
of life. And when they do, we hope they will say, I know where to go with this. I 
remember the words. “Our father, who art in heaven….” 

Lord, let the children come. Help us to welcome these littles and their 
frazzled parents as they grow fluent in the language of faith. Amen.
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September 16 || 2

“When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart 
pounding, he ran out, embraced him, and kissed him. The son 

started his speech: ‘Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned 
before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son ever again.’

“But the father wasn’t listening. He was calling to the servants, 
‘Quick. Bring a clean set of clothes and dress him. Put the family 

ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Then get a grain-fed 
heifer and roast it. We’re going to feast! We’re going to have a 

wonderful time! My son is here—given up for dead and now alive! 
Given up for lost and now found!’ 

And they began to have a wonderful time.”
Luke 15:20-24

Our recent change of address gave new meaning to the phrase, “move it or lose 
it.” We chose to lose, rather than move some lesser-loved books, donating them 
by armful, bag, and box in repeated trips to the library. On one such trip in the late 
afternoon, I followed through the doors behind a woman on a mission. I didn’t 
have to see her face to know she wasn’t happy. 

We met again at those doors minutes later. Her mission had been the boy at her 
side who looked to be about 11. His hair had that just-off-the-pillow tufting. I heard 
her say, “Get your bike and put it in Mimi’s trunk. NOW.” And the boy went to 
the bike rack, got on his bike, and began peddling. Toward Cahoon Road. In the 
opposite direction of the parking lot. 

She yelled, “We’re not waiting for you!” 

More burdened now, I carted my second load into the library. Back through the 
doors again and walking to my car, I saw the boy coming toward me. He was ped-
dling madly, riding over grass and mulched beds in a beeline to the parking lot. I 
was close enough to see his cheeks were wet with tears. He looked anguished. 
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That’s when my sadness turned to pleading. “Oh please, God, let them be there. 
Please let them be waiting.” I like to think Mimi and the mom met the boy with 
open arms. 

The scene reminded me of our sacred calling. As believers who want to draw oth-
ers to a loving God, so often we must wait. Go ahead, ride in the opposite direction. 
We’ll wait. Defy us, deny us. We’ll still wait. 

In fact, we’re not just waiting, we’re walking toward you, looking for you. With 
open arms, ready to say, “Come on. Let’s go home.”

Father, when I was still far off, you had me in sight. And you came for me. 
You sought and rescued me. Help me bridge that gap for someone won-
dering if anyone still waits and looks for them.  Amen.



September 17 || 1

“But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for 
joy. Spread your protection over them, that those who love your 

name may rejoice in you.”
Psalm 5:11

“Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes. Snowflakes that stay on my nose and 
eyelashes.” And flash mobs. Especially ones performing Ode to Joy.

You know, one musician setting his bass on the pavement and beginning to play. A 
single voice joining, cutting through the noise of the crowd. 

Before long, a violinist appears, and then a man with an oboe. A soprano. A tenor. 
Five, 15, 40 more. Each bringing their offering to a chorus that overcomes the 
noise. Passersby watch in wonder. Kids lacking self-consciousness dance in the 
square. Some wipe away tears. One man mouths “wow.” Crushing joy. This is beau-
ty—in a Spanish plaza, a Midwest food court, an Odessa fish market—anywhere 
life is lived. For this, the world will stop and watch.

Ida Cahoon started a flash mob at the corner of Lake and Columbia roads. (You’ll 
never read that anywhere else.) One voice, and then another, and then many 
others over 10 decades, joining a chorus at this plot of land in the center of life—
at the intersection of marriage and parenthood, seeking and finding, crisis and 
comfort, sorrow and celebration, loss and eternal life. It happens here, where life 
is lived so that others might watch and lend their voices, too:

Mortals, join the happy chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning o’er us,
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,
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Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us Sunward
In the triumph song of life.

Father God, offering all we are and all we have, let us make such a joyful 
noise that a weary world would pause. And then stop. That they might 
wonder, and maybe weep, and then join us in the happy chorus in your 
triumph song of life. 
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September 18 || 0 - Happy 100th Birthday BPC

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles 
whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ‘Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 

Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, 
and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 

daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 

the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.’ 
For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Do not let your 
prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and 

do not listen to the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that 
they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them,’ 

declares the Lord. ‘For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are 
completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my 

promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, 

to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and 
come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and 

find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by 
you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather 

you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven 
you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from 

which I sent you into exile.’”
Jeremiah 29:4-14 4 

With the exception of Native Americans, our families of origin all came to this 
country under a variety of circumstances - as an immigrant, a refugee or as a slave. 
God’s call to the exile, the refugee, and the immigrant are apparent throughout 
this word. In Jeremiah he has particular instructions for us as we reach today’s exiles 
with the love of Christ. Sometimes, we also choose to be exiles in the midst of a 
culture in order to reach the people God has sent us to. God has repeatedly used 
the people of BPC to reach those in exile in our city with the love of Christ. These 
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passages give us instruction as well as promises for our part and God’s part. 

First it is important to remember who sent the Israelite people from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. The Lord.

In this passage we see God’s instruction to His people which include:
• Build houses and live in them.
• Plant gardens and eat their produce.
• Marry.
• Build houses and live in them.
• Have your children marry.
• Multiply.
• Seek the peace and welfare of the city and in it you will find your welfare. 
• Pray on behalf of the city where you are.
• Do not listen to lies that distract you.
• Dwell there for 70 years (a long time) then God will visit them and fulfill 

his promises to them. 
• The Lord has plans for a hope and a future and not evil (written to the 

people not individuals).
• Then, again they will pray-and God will listen. 
• They will find God when they seek Him with all their hearts.
• They will find the Lord.

We also see God’s role in this passage:
• God will visit His people.
• God will fulfill His promises to them.
• God will return them to where they came from.
• He is the one with plans for them that is for good and not evil.
• God will listen once we seek Him with all our hearts.
• He will restore their fortunes, gather them from where they have been 

driven, and restore the nations (when His people do their part).

Lord, May we be found faithful in this ever-changing world with a 
never-changing God!
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Alan Reighard
Barbara Gash
Beth Eve
Betty Boatwright
Bill Oatey
Bob Hopper
Carol Liston
Carol Rettew
Craig Koehler
David Marella
David Musacchia
David Wildermuth
Debra Griest
Devon Guertin
Dick Donaldson
Greg Kopan
Jessica Fischer
Jill Oatey
John Everson
Judy D. Randolph
Julie Jones
Kathleen Dillemuth

Kim Moore
Laurie Weigelt
Libby Peterson
Marcia Lowe
Marcia Poffenberger
Marilee Dulin
MaryAnn Heuerman
Mary Kuehn
Matt Guertin
Morgan Heberle
Richard Gash
Robert Estridge
Sally Ullom
Scott Hazlett
Sheryl Murtha
Stacy Windahl
Stefanie Moore
Stephen Grcevich MD
Steve Ullom
Susan Flinn Ruscher
Terri Vicarel
Tom Vicarel



BAY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
25415 LAKE ROAD

BAY VILLAGE, OH 44140
440.871.3822 || baypres.org


